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Unve:l New Line
1es to Counter IBM

In a further reflection of the changing
narket, Digital has'redesigned its newest
TAX for client-server computing, in which
me or more computers act as servers or
wbs for networks of smaller desktop ma-
‘hines. In a departure from traditional de-
ign, the new VAX has several processors

tearly as powerful as the central processor
hat are dedicated to speeding up data
raffic on the network and allowing espe-
dally fast access to disk-storage devices.

The new line, to be called the VAX 4000,
lelivers more power than IBM's top-of-the-
ine -AS/400 minicomputer, at less than
wlf the cost, Digital Vice President Bill
Jemmer said Friday.

**The real competlllon is IBM, and al-
vays -has been,” Mr. Demmer said. He
aid several smaller competitors such as
Jompaq Computer Corp..and Sun Micro-
¥stems.Inc,:present “short-term tactical
ituations' but that IBM remainsPigital's
ey strategic focus.

. Dean- Wltter s Mr. Stevens called the

1ew line aggresswely priced -and said it .

ippears- somewhat faster than expected.

fhe models will range in price from $60,316

o $329,000, depending on configuration.
The. VAX 4000 makes its debut.at.a

icaled-back DECWorld sales exposition in -

Joston, the first in two! 'years. ‘At the show,

digital-also’is expected to introduce new-

retwork-Tnanagement software, computer
5ervers. dedlcated to tasks such as data-
135e access or intensive scientific comput-
Bg, and products that tie computer net-
xorks. together and connect them § ) hxgh-

Pyeritz,

“pally,”
,the Umversﬁy of Florida..

“'ing-of newborns

(Genetic Tests Brand
Some as Undesirable
To Bosses, Insurers

Continued From Page BI
dotal reports say nothing about its preva-
lence. *'I really disagree . . . that there is
rampant discrimination,” says Robert Po-
Korski, chairman of the American Council
of Llfe Insurance’s genetic testing commit-
tee. "Insurance companies can’t make
money by denying risk."”
Moreover, in a preliminary study at
Johns Hopkins University, researchers

. found that people with neurofibromatosis,

a genetic disease that can cause disfigure-
ment, “lacked insurance at about the same
rate as the general population,” says Reed
who led the study.

Still, many medical experts worry that
rapidly proliferating genetic tests are
cracking open a Pandora’s box. More than
4,000 genetic disorders have been identi-
fied, and tests for.dozens of them are now
possible. (For economic and other reasons,
many -potential” tests aren’t 'yet: practical

for wide use.):

The dizzying pace of geneuc findings is
expected to accelerate farther as the §3 bil-
lion federal Human ~Genome Project,
which is aimed at identifying all 100,000 or
so human’ genes, takes offin the coming
year. Among other things, the 15-year proj-
ect promises to- eluc1date genes.that con-
tribute to major. scourges such’' as heart
disease, cancer and Alzheimer’s disease.
“The insurance issues raised by genetic
screening are about to grow phenome-
says Harry Ostrer, a genet1c1st at

“ Currently, a.ll 50 states requlre screen-

- testmg for genetxc dxsorders is:surging.

earch have gone mto disedses; but 1n3u— :
ies havent received that kind of atten-”

ion,”. Dr.Rodriguez said. “Wlth the same
ype of: effort .we conld decrease the im-

Almost half of the nuury

s in 1986 stemmed from auts ccidents.

“Last year 'Kim'* Roembach -Ratliff “of
‘Prairie: anave, Kan .had: prenatal tests

~that showed her ‘son Would be born with

spina bifida, a crrpplmg disorder associ-

~ated with faulty genes-in which part of the

spinal column iy exposed. About the same

‘time, her husbana. .applied for health cover-

age tnder: -his new. employer-’s, insurer.:

i those 10,500 deaths; betiveen 15% and = becal

¥%, according to the CDC ‘were hnked to :

lcohol use.
Homlcrde, the second_,largest category

mong fatal injuries, aceounted for-nearly -

3% of the childhood deaths: While the ma-
grity’ of these fatalities-0ccurred among
ouths ‘age 15 to 19, almost one -quarter=

60 homicides— mvolved clnldren under the »

‘of fatal injuri
85 sulcide accountmg for 2,151 déaths in
386. Among children‘age 10 to 19, males
ccounted for 80% of the suicxdes Of the
a° estirna_ted}, 60%"

to be relatively minor; she adds; and her

" six-month-old son’ probably will be able to
. walk with leg braces, Meanwhile, the cou- |
ple Has'been able to get'an 18-month’exten: ||
sion of coverage under the ‘previous em-

ployer's health insurance program.:
n Columbla, Mo., Mark Gibson;

~gager with - Amencan Fidelity. Assnrancei A
who'handled the couple’s apphcatlon, says |

‘was denied because the spina: bifida di-

“agnosis represented a 'pre-existing’’ medi:. |
- cal condltmn ot:coverable under the com

Desmarais, Fr

re Cement Partn

Will Combine Heidings in Parge

By G. Pierre GOAD

Staff Reporter of Tur Warl STREET JOURNAL

MONTREAL-Canadian financier Paul
Desmarais and Belgium’'s Albert Frere ce-
mented their new alliance but stayed mum
on their yitimate plans for the two Euro-
pean holding companies they control, Par-
gesa Holdmv S.A. and Groupe Bruxelles
Lambert S.A.

Messrs. Desmarais and Frere said they
agreed in principle to formally combine
their holdings in Pargesa and GBL. Their
combined 50% interest in Pargesa, a Swiss
investment concern, will be transferred to
a new holding company equally owned by
the Frere group and by a subsidiary of
Power Corp. of Canada, which is controlled
by Mr. Desmarais.

Mr. Frere's 8% interest in GBL will be
transferred to a second new holding com-
pany, also equally owned by Mr. Frere's
group and the Power Corp. subsidiary.
Pargesa holds an additional 37% of GBL,
giving Messrs. Frere and Desmarais effec:
tive control of GBL." Mr: Frere is also
chairman of GBL. A Power Corp. official
said the 37% block of GBL -will contlnue to
be held by Pargesa.

Messrs.
nounced in February that they hold 50% of
Pargesa and mtended to work together
ciosely. Since then they have been working
out the detalils of their alliance, but haven’t

said-much abeut their investment plans-or

Desmarais. ‘and Frere an-

ertain”diseases, in-
‘cluding genetlco s And opnonal prenatal -

When we called the agen for the. new‘

problems. Those problems have turned out:| |

Honda’s Acura Again Tops.
An Auto Satisfaction Index

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Repqrter

AGOURA HILLS, Calif. — For the

“fourth’year in a row, Acura, the luxury -
"car dmswn of Honda Motor Co. of Jaz :
pan, topped the customer satlsfactxon in-.:1]

dex of J.D: Power & Associates, an auto .
market research concern: ;v .
" Mércedes-Benz AG of West Germany,

a unit of Daimler-Benz AG, Toyota Mo-

tor Corp.‘of Japan, ‘Detroit-based. Gen
eral Motors Corp.'s Cadillac and Honda' :
- had the other top-ranked nameplates i

‘two Hew: luxury cars; Toyotars’
and .l apan-based Nxssan Motor Co.

_Cadillae, though Dearborn; Mich.: “based

“|“Ford Motor Co.’s’ Mercury and Lincoln

“madé big jumps from 4 year ago. Five

of.the top nine. spots -were® grabbed by :

Japanese companies; -two: spots.wére
'taken by German lu)rury nameplates

the mdex, whlch is used’ by car, compa 1

mestic nameplate inthe top nine besides’

how the partnership wi

A Power Corp. offici:
“our intention is jointly
the holdings of Pargesa
clined to elaborate. He ¢
in principle will be signe
sumimer,

Pargesa and GBL h
house since -Messrs. Fre
teamed up. In a series ¢
plex transactions the ¢
sold certain interests it
and reorganized their 1
French banking concer
de Paribas. Through
Mr. Frere and Mr. Des;
16%of Paribas, giving !
voice at the merchant

As Pargesa and G}
accurnulating cash, giv
and Desmarais a war
size. Pargesa and GBL

-both companies are ac
mvestments '

Bolstermg their cas

: Desmarals s substantia

Mr: Desmarms said la

«;Power ‘Corp: - invéstmen
sfunmeled through Parg

and - its Power Financi:
each sold major interes
nies last year. At Mar:
had about. 75¢ million
(US$645 milhonl m cash
vestments. . :
Emile Quevnn a GB
cently that part-of ti
GBL's asset-sales will b
the company’s interest i
big- Brussels-based oil .
concern, to 26% from a
Quevrin saild “we'aren

- that ‘GBL w11l waxt for
~conditions, o

Regardmg other pos
Mr. Quevrin would only

- industries with which ©

ence. Ata shareholders

“of May, Mr.:Frere sai¢
- seek high-Giiality comp

haf;{e a significant’ infh
hat may-reflect :
als’s- influence. A«
"America, Mr. 1

ID.. usually seeks a ¢

1 "—compan esj{it invests ir

|| Northern ;Telecom t

Northern Telecom Li

k effort to streamline ope

close a small manufacti
John, New Brunswick,

The: facility, which e
and ‘has been operating
factures inductors and
in- oldeér: technologv t
equxpment_ hntdow




~ sl Ay S,
sorry, we can't extend insurance.to you
because of -her child’s" expected health
problems. Those problems have turned out:
to be relatively. minor, she adds, and her
six-moith-old son probably-will be able-to
walk with leg braces. Meanwhile, the cou-
ple has been able to get an 18-month exten-

SHG AL G, f dodRe

LT

ost half of the injury-related fatalf
1886 stemmed from-autg acciden
3¢ 10,500 deaths, between 15% a
~cording to the CDC, were linked
Pasers i o

nicide; the second-larges
; fatal injuries, accounted:

for nearly:

* the childhood deaths: While the. ek o A ;

of these fatalities’ occurred amon sion ‘of coverage under the previous em-
; age 15 fo 19, almost ployer's health insurance program. .- -
) SOy GLR In Colimbia, Mo., Mark Gibson; a man-

ager with "‘American Fidelity "Assurance
““who handled the couple’s application; says
t was denjed :‘becau:‘se_‘the spina bifida di-

» third-leading cause
ticide, accounting for

miore testing of adults, partly be: -

cause: of-a .trend. toward. :,_'sglf‘;iﬁsurance
* among employers. (Self-insured companies
directly- .fund, - their. semployee’s: health

of 'satisfaction.with.their. vehic
dealers after a full year of o
this standard ruled out con
two new Tuxury cars, Toyota’s Lexus
and Japan-based Nissan Motor Co.'s In-

finith. -
.- :GM's Buick'was 't

mestic nameplate in thé.top nine besides

. made big jun rear;
“of the top.nine.spots:were: grabbed:
|- Japanese: ‘companies;. two. spots..were:
‘taken by:German luxury ‘nameplates:

 defects reported | s during the
 first 90'days of ownership, tends to haye.
‘|4 :greater- effect on’.

.‘model: :

sideration -of

Northem Telecom Lid.
“ Northern Telecom Ltd., in
effort to streamline operatio:

close a ‘'small manufacturing
~Jphn‘, New Brunswick, by N

... The facility, which emple
-and ha§ been operating sinc
factures inductors and trans
“in~older. technology teleco
- equipment. The shutdown wi
the ;. number::.of - facilities -

rthern osed since. ]
" “The business,for those |
St John] has;gone away as’
changed;’™'a spokesmarn ‘sal
“ductioriwill be absorbed
where wd:have overcapaci

“Mich.-based

umps:fro

tisfaction

index &

sales of. specifi

plans.) Such employers ‘have a strong in-.
ntive te find'out about ermpioyees® health
ks,” “including' genetic ~diseases, :says:
““Deborah Stone, a Brandeis University pro-
‘fessor of law and-social policy.” =

5. testing: workers for ‘genetic diseases.
‘But-a-federal study.-indicated: that more
‘than:half ‘of- employers medically screen

+job applicants;-and: many- companies re-
= ... quest_access to medical records that may

S O ‘contain the results of genetic tests.
)mputer’se‘curlty *Fearful of being denied insurance or
lution Is Blocked

CarTy disease-associated- genes—perhaps
“‘because of family histories’of a disease-
i* decline to -use new tests that could put

“ pblack marks on- their. medical records.
#We get ahont a.cali'a day from people
~-asking about getting tested for Hunting-
ton's disedse,’’ says Richard Myers, who
directs a testing: program for the -disease
at Boston’s Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal. “But we only do .about three or four
tests a year.”-One teason is that a Hunt-
-ington’s test-can:cost $3,000  to. $4,000..But
““the greatest deterrent to getting tested,”’

~other. things, some people who suspect they
y Federal Snoopers

Continued From Page Bl

s Mr. Bidzos’s story. ‘“The project was
on the back burner” because it was
ciear who was really responsible for
2loping standards—the NSA or us,” the
xial says. -
e NSA has long influenced the civil-
use of electronic security measures,
tly by intense political lobbying and
tly through federal limits on the export
ryptographic products. In 1887, a report
the Office” of Technology Assessment
jcized the NSA's sway over civilian
s of cryptography, saying the agency's
ions had been ‘“‘inconsistent,”  and
sed questions about “‘the boundary be-
sen civilian and military authorities.”
Seeking io shift some control of com
ter security, including cryptography,
X 1o civilians, Congress several years
o approved a law giving the Commerce
partment’s Institute of Standards and
chnology the power to set commercial,
n-military standards in the area. Last
ar, Rep. Torricelli's subcommittee told
a institute to develop a standard for pub-
~key cryplography but allowed the NSA
elp.

AMaore than a year later, the two agen-
.5 still haven't produced a draft stan-
rd. The NSA spokeswoman says the

against genetic discrimination are quite
fuzzy,”” says Brandeis’s Ms. Stone. It's un-
clear, for example, whether laws barring
discrimination by employers and insurers
against people with disabilities apply to
people with genetic diseases.

Laws to protect people with ruedica
problems don't "always work, anyway.
“AIDS testing by employers is illegal ev-
erywhere, but it’s still done by some.com-
paniés,” says Mark - Rothstein, 2 Univer-
sity of Houston authority on medical
screening.

Some states have set up “high-risk”
pools for insuring people who can't get
commercial heaith insurance, typically

nurnber of risky cases potentially identifi-
able through genetic testing. “Ultimately,”

funded in part by insurers. But the poois
probably would be overwhelmed by the-

Few, if any, employers are believed to | e

he adds, “‘is that it makes people feel more Recognized by Buyers
vulnerable to losing whatever protection Laboratory as*Most Outstanding
they now have” via jobs or insurance. s
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acy is “'copperating” with the institute,
it Rep. Torricellt thinks the two are dead-
cked. "There are conflicting interests be-
yeen a perceived need to allow intelli-
arice agencies to.operate freely.and-{pr
iding ] sufficient protection for our private
nsinegses.™ he says. c

.

says the Shriver Center's Dr. Reilly, "the | 3
best solution to the problem may be soimne ‘
sort of national health insurance.”
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