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Pennsylvania Workers to Look for Drug Labs

PITTSBURGH, Nov. 22 (AP) —
Nearly 600 utility workers in 41 Penn-
sylvania counties have been organized

into a network to tell the police of possi- |den

ble drug laboratories.

Line workers, meter readers, billing
clerks and other employees were
trained last month by the police to look
for signs of clandestine laboratories
that make the stimulant metham-
phetamine.

The authorities say signs of an illegal
drug laboratory include chemical
odors coming from barns or houses,
discarded chemical containers, fans
whirring through the night, unusually

there in the countryside, they do come
across things,” adding, ‘‘But this is the
first time I know of where they're
being trained or alerted to some kind of
drug surveillance.”

Teams Are Set Up

Thirteen Pennsylvania electricity
cooperatives have established ‘‘drug
awareness teams’ as part of a pro-
gram managed by the attorney gen-
eral's office. The cooperatives, non-|
profit power companies whose custom- l
ers are voting members with a voice in |
how the utilities are run, all serve rural |
areas, where police patrols are thin,

Rural electric workers “travel the |

ty, extreme fluctuations in power use

and large cash purchases of land and

equipment, especially by new resi-
ts

“We're seeing more and more of
these labs in rural areas, where the
neighbors are not on top of them to re-
port things like noxious fumes, noise
and fans running all the time,” said
Walter Williams, training coordinator
for the Pennsylvania attorney gen-
eral’s Bureau of Narcotics and Investi-
gations.

Tom Hoy, a spokesman in Washing-
ton for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, said, ‘“‘Be-

high consumption of water or electrici-

cause rural electric linemen are out
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