| Police Chief of Metro-North
Indlcted in C'omputer Mlsuse

By SELWYN RAEAB

The pohce chijef of the Metro-North
Cominutet Railroad was indicted yes-
terday on charges that he improperly
useda New York State police computer
-system to' investigate job' applicants,

i their relatives and people who were.

i --suing the railroad.

The ihdictment against the -chief,
*John V. Esposito; includes allegatlons
‘of: “computer trespass.”’ Authorities
said he is believed to be the first police

.. official to be prosecuted under a 1986
“law_restricting the use of confidential

criminal justice records compiled in

_computers.

. “After pleading not guilty in a court-

. room in Manhattan, Mr. Esposito said

"his ‘use of the computer system ‘‘is
standard operating procedure” by po-
‘lice chiefs throughout the state as part

. .of routine background examinations of

- prospective employes..

..“If.I’'m convicted; not a police chief |-

. in New York State is safe from this

kind of prosecution,”” Mr. Esposito.said

‘outside the courtroom.
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. -He described the mdlctment as “‘gar-
bage” and said it was based on evi-
dence presented to a grand jury by the
office of -the special state prosecutor,
Charles J. Hynes, after the prosecu-
tor’s staff had failed to uncover any

_month mqmry Mr. Hynes is responsi-
le for 'investigating corruption and
misconduct involving criminal ]ustlce
.matters in New York City.
.. Mr. Esposito, 60 years old, has been
the head of the 130-member railroad
. police force since June 1985.
" Three hours after the indictment was
handed up, the president of the rail-
road, Peter E. Stangl, suspended Mr.
Esposxto but allowed him;to continue to
draw his salary of $69,651 a year.

“In a statement;, Mr. Stangl said, “it
appears that the chief’s actions were
done in the conduct of Metro- North
business and did not involve any per-
sonal gain.”” He said Mr. Esposito’s pay
status would be reviewed'after an in-
, qullry into the charges by rallroad offi-
cials -

The 32-count indictment, brought by
‘(2 grand jury in Manhattan accused
Mr., Esposito of using the New York
Statewide Police Information Network,
‘called Nyspin, to seek mformatlon
about-possible arrests and convictions

i-'| plied for jobs as officers.

a|  Mr. Esposito also obtained records of
o[ three relatives of one of the applicants
and used the computer for information
;| about two' men who were suing Metro-
~ | North for false arrest by the railroad’s

‘| policeforce, the indictment said.

- The information about the nine ‘peo-
| ple was obtained between last. Sept. 4.
| and Feb. 4, from a Metro-North pohce
department co/mmuetihzu has .access
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corrupt acts by Mr. E5sposito in a 22~

of three men and a woman who had ap--

~7part ent.

e

to mfprmatxon collected by Nyspin, the -
indictment said. The Metro-North con-
putet is in the department’s heaquar-
ters 4t Grand Central Station.

‘Nyspin:is jointly operated out of Al-
bany’by the state police and the State
Divisjon of Criminal Justice Services.
The ‘gystem includes the arrest and
convittion - records, known . as rap
sheets, of people accused of criminal
charges in New York State and other"
stateg. It also contains outstanding
warrants for people sought on criminal
charges ‘throughout, the country and
motor-vehicle infractions against New
York%tate drivers.

Rlcslard H. Magnum, ‘a special
assistant state attorney general, who is
in charge of prosecuting the case
agalrist Mr. Esposito,  said Nyspin
could;;.’« be used by police agenc1es only

?.
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“‘in tHe administration of justice.” He
said sfate law baiined its use‘to obtain
inforation for background checks of -
emplayees or in ¢ivil suits. -
‘Any unauthorized use is an invasion ~+
of prlvacy "’ Mr. Magnum said outside -
the colirtroom. S
In addition to computer trespass, the -
32-coynt indictment charges that Mr.
Espogito coerced Metro-North employ-
ees info using the computer without au- -
thorization and that he falsified official -
records by stating that the information - .
was Being sought in connection with -~
disorderly conduct investigations. i
The most serious cotint against Mr.
Espo§1to is criminal trespass, a Class -

|E felony that carries a maximum _'

prisoy sentence of four: years.

Mr.iEsposito, who.lives-in Marlboro
in Ulster County, was released without
bail after his arraignment before Jus-
tice Fehce Shea of State Supreme
Courtggm Manhattan. -

Crlme Vlctlms Dlsputed

: Latv r, at an impromptu news confer-
ence, gvxr Esposito acknowledged that
he had used the computer system toob- - -
tajn decords: of people who were nat_ 4

Hé Baid a check of one ]ob apphcant, o
turned up ¢riminal records for three i
close Yelatives. ‘“Would you want fite to :
give digun anda badge to uomeon e like

that‘> ;hw




