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Clinical computing demands that data is available from all aspects of the care continuum.
Unfortunately, until the recent advent of networking technology, it has been difficult to combine the
separate departmental computers which store data (such as registration, billing, laboratory,
pharmacy, radiology, etc.). Using the University of Washington Medical Center as a case study, the
history of building a central, clinical data repository will be reviewed. The online version of this
database (MINDscape) will be demonstrated and applications now running against this database,
such as clinical reminders and outcomes collection systems, will be discussed in detail.
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