Detecting Faces in Apple iPhoto '09

The latest photo-management programs from Apple and Google include revolutionary face-spotting
technology.

By Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg
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Apple’s iPhoto automatically identifies faces within a collection of images. Most face-detection software does this by searching for a
person’s eyes, nose, and mouth.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article [112345678 Next »



Detecting Faces in Apple iPhoto '09

The latest photo-management programs from Apple and Google include revolutionary face-spotting
technology.

By Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg

iy Ban

oeaca O 1F &

o st

iPhoto

7 Last 12 Montns
% Lstimpent
P Flagged
> Printing
Trash
¥ ALBUMS
& 2004
| l®2005
1 l&2006
| @007
| 2008
G scans
G arives
& scans001
| @iam
L CelaSiins walipagers

(5 simson

& Library Sideshow

{3 Last Roll Sideshow

Add Missing Face

[+]o %] 1 event selected with 1 item o) em—

Sometimes, however, the software mistakes another element of an image for someone’s face.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 1 345678 Next»
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¥ Beth may also be in the photos below

click 10 confirm click 10 confirm click to confim
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click 10 confirm

Once a person has been identified, iPhoto will try to find other images containing his or her likeness.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 12 [3]4567 8 Next »
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Not Beth

Not Beth click to confirm

add keywords

A user can train the software to better recognize a face by confirming and rejecting suggested matches.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 123 [4]567 8 Next »
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iPhoto

Is this Jared? (¥ (3¢

B Add Missing Face

1 event selected with 1 photo i ea———

iPhoto can correctly tell our twins apart.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 1234[5]67 8 Next »
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unknown face

1 event selected with 1 photo

iPhoto will automatically recognize a cat’s face.

Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 12345]([6]78 Next »


http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22234/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/24260/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/24260/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/24224/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/24224/
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/24058/
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/24058/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/24160/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/24160/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/23933/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/23933/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23907/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23907/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23859/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23859/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/23783/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/23783/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23759/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/23759/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/23758/
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/23758/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/22237/#
https://my.technologyreview.com/mytr/login.aspx?wanttopost=true&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.technologyreview.com%2Fmytr%2Fcomment.aspx%3Faid%3D22237%26redirect2%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.technologyreview.com%252Fcomputing%252F22237%252F
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Computing
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/24179/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/24179/
http://www.technologyreview.com/cust/newsletter.aspx
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Web
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/24177/
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/24177/
http://www.technologyreview.com/cust/newsletter.aspx
http://www.technologyreview.com/communications/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Communications
http://www.technologyreview.com/communications/24294/
http://www.technologyreview.com/communications/24294/
http://www.technologyreview.com/cust/newsletter.aspx
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Energy
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/24288/
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/24288/
http://www.technologyreview.com/cust/newsletter.aspx
http://www.technologyreview.com/materials/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Materials
http://www.technologyreview.com/biomedicine/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Biotech
http://www.technologyreview.com/business/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_Biztech
http://www.technologyreview.com/
http://feeds.technologyreview.com/technology_review_top_stories
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/391d/3/0/%2a/m%3B219244692%3B4-0%3B1%3B12114034%3B255-0/0%3B33977837/33995715/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://mitsloan.mit.edu/dsitro
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/24166/
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/24166/
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=506
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=506
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=512
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=511
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=496
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/?vid=500
http://www.technologyreview.com/video/
http://www.technologyreview.com/communications/24294/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/24330/
http://www.technologyreview.com/computing/24179/
http://www.technologyreview.com/magazine/
http://www.technologyreview.com/cust/index.aspx
http://www.technologyreview.com/magazine/
http://www.technologyreview.com/web/24166/

Technology Review: Detecting Faces in Apple iPhoto '09

iPhoto
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The software had little trouble finding images of our cat Asher--even as a kitten.
Credit: Simson Garfinkel and Beth Rosenberg » Read the full article «Back 123456 (7] 8 Next »
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