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The faithful hedging bets 
Companies showing off cheap, 
powerful clones draw attention 
at MacWorld / Simson L Garfinkel 

J\ 
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place in the world of 
publishing and Internet 
Wet'-site building is clear 

at the MacWorld 
Expo, where the most exciting 
booths belong to comp"nies selling 
tools for the graphic arts and 
high-Jlpeed machines on which to 
run them. But even among these 
Macintosh faithful, it's 'lear that 
the", is an increasing amount of 
defecting and hedging going on. 

Power Computing, UMAX, 
Motorola, and APS all 
demonstrated powerful computers 
basad on the !lew "Ga,t PowerPC 
microprocessJr. Meanwhile, a new 
clone maker, UK-base<! Computer 
Wa.'"ehouse, showed its models in 
this country for the first time. 

"111 show you exaety what's 
exciting abom our machines - the 
bottom line," said Ed Silvester, a 
technical support engineer with 
Computer Warehouse. The 
companyts "Rome" computer 
included a 200 MHz 604e 
PowerPC chiJ with 25t! kilobytes 
of eache, 16 megabytes of 
memory, a l.2 gigaby!€ hard 
drive, 3 slots, and a mouse - all for 
$1':;$. Comparable machines 
from US clone-makers cost more 
than $2,000. Computer Warehouse 
is a; MacWorld in hopes of finding 
a US distributor. 

David E. Krekelberg, chief 
ex"",tive of Minnesota·hased 
iREZ Research, showej off his 

company's Kritter video camera. 
Looking more like huge one-eyed 
insect than a piece of precision 
equipment, the $349 ca",-era was 
perched on to~ of a PowerBook 
serllen and pointed at the 
audience. The eamera's 22-inch 
cable connects to a $149 PC-card 
that slides into the side of a 
Macintosh 240} or 3400 laptop. 
The earnera aIld card can capture 
full-screen 640x480 'ideo at 30 
frames per second - a 
brea.'<through ror the price. 

Krekelberg likes working with 
the Macintosh, saying that "it is 
very easy to support" video on 
Apple's hardware. Krekelberg 
said that he got his system 
working "ith the Mac in Jess than 
a day. But he is also working on a 
pC version, although it i. taking 
longer because there are so many 
more kinds of hardware in the PC 
marketplace. 

Like iREZ. other Macintosh 
vendors are hedging their bets. 
Craig Isaacs, ,ice president of 
sales and mar¥£ting at Dantz, sale. 
that :'lis company recently started 
seIIir.g software that would aDow 
its Retrospect software to hack up 
files residing on Windows 95 and 
Windows NT computers, 

"Last week, PC Week 
Magazine suggested that some 
people might \Vant to buy a Mac to 
administer their PC networks 
because of the leading-edge 
fes;ttlres'we have!" Isaacs said. 

Retrospect software is 

frequently bundled 'With tackup 
tape drives; a HI-pack of the 
company's software for Windows 
computers cost.! $150. 

Dilling his hour-long keynote 
address, Apple ,ofounder and 
member of the board Steve Jobs 
never once mentioned Rhapsody, 
the company's next-generation 
operating system. Vendors I 
spoke with weren't worried about 
this omission. 

"I think that it WOl\ really 
smart," said Richard C. Zulch, 
Dantzs chief te,hnicaI officer. 
"They are not selling it. The 
problem with making this a 
Rbap.ody conference is they 
wouldn't get any revenue from it." 

But Dantz is hard at work on a 
Rbapwdy version of its software, 
as well as a Windows NT version. 
What's impressive to Zulch is that, 
from the developer's point of view, 
RhaPsody is much easier :0 work 
with than the operating systems 
from Microsoft. 

One booth that has drawn 
perpetual crowns belongs to Be, 
whose next-generation operating 
system, Be OS, was also 
coosidered by Apple last year as a 
replacement for Apple's aging 
Mac OS. According to insiders, 
one of the main reasons that 
Apple didn't pick Be OS is that the 
system is still being created. At 
last year's Mac World, Be OS 
looked like a toy. But Be'. 
engineers have been busy over the 
past year. This year, Be "-,owed 
off its work with a suite of third
party flllplications, including a 
word processor, a spreadsheet, 
and a variety of graphic 
applications: 

Within a few months, some 
people might seriously consider 
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replacing their Macs and 
Windows Pes wi:.h computers 
running Be OS. To make that 
decision easier, E·e is giving a\\"ay 
free copies of its ,)perating system 
that will run on any Macintosh 
computer equipp"..d with a 503 or 
604 PowerPC mieroprocessor and 
aPCIbus. 

Be is targeting its operating 
system for one of Apple's tiVO 

remaining markets: graphi'S 
professionals who require the 
absolutcly fastes~ most powerful, 
and easiest-to-use tools th.t 
money:!an buy. By creatin5 a 
new, high-performance operating 

system from scratch, the company 
has been able to shed much of the 
baggage that slows down 
Windows, Windo"" NT, Mae as, 
and even Apple's forthcoming 
Rbapsody system. On the Slime 
hardware, Be as substantially 
outperforms the competition. 

When Be as is finished, it 
could be a serious threat to 
Apple's future. Perhaps iliafs why 
Apple isn't giving Be any help. 
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