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Troubled firm pinning its future on Rhapsody 
By Simson Garfinkel 
GLOBECORRESPONDEN~ 

Despite the big splash Apple 
Compute- Inc, is making over the 
latest revision to its Macinto;;h oper­

Com .....- ating system, 
1IIe •• _ J insiders know 

the company is 
pinniog its real future on Rhapsody, 
the company's next-generatbn oper­
ating Sj'Etem. 

An o;>erat.ing oystern is the fun­
damental program that controls the 
workings of a computer, Macintosh 
compute:s run one or anober ver­
sion of Mac OS tllat are still based, 
in part, (>fi the system Apple shipped 
with the first Macintosh in 1984. 

Over the yean, Apple h ... made 
a series of modifications to Mac os. 
adding support for hard disks, color, 
speech, multitasking, and even the 
Internet Nevertl1eIess, the funda­
mental Mac has EVolved lit ole sinee 
the late 1980s. 

Rhapsody will ehange all that. 
The new operating system, which 

won't be ready until next year, is 
based on N extStep, which Apple 
took poosession of last December 
when it bought Next Software. Next 
Softwar€ was founded in 1985 by Ap­
ple's cofounder Steve Jobs, shortly 
before Jobs left Apple. Next's com­
puter and softwar€ received rave re­
views, but failed to catch on. 

In 1993, the company became a 
software-only vendor, selIng ver­
sions of the NextStep ope=ing sys­
tern that would run on standard 
W'mdows-Intel personal computers 
and on more powerful workstations 
from Sun Mierosystems and Hew-
1ett;.Pacl;ard. 

Apple's Rhapsody will actually be 
four operating systems in one. At its 
heart, Rhapsody will be rased on 
Unix - popular in many universities 
and bigh-tech businesses, bat which 
has a reputation of being difficult to 
use. It will also support current Ma-

cintosh programs; progrmru written 
in Java, a Sun programming lan­
goage gaining popularity anong In­
ternet U3ers; and progrmru written 
for the N extStep. 

Earlier this year I spent a week­
end pl..-ying with two versions of 
NextStep - one for W'mdowo, one for 
Windows NT - that Apple had dis­
tnooted to developers to help them 
prepare to write ,oftware for Rhap­
sody. OpenStep in 1997 was largely 
the same operathg system as the 
NextStep that I bad run from 1991-
1993. Artistieally the opera:.ing sys­
tem is a masterpiece: The controls 
and icons were .n createC by the 
veritable graphie designer Keith 
Olfs. The operating systen. is rock 
solid, impossible for me to crash no 
matter what I threw at it. And the 
system is fast. 

OpenStep desioners paid marvel­
ous attention to graphical detail and 
ease of use. There is a color chooser 
that all()W8 you to pick co],)rs from 

photographs, from elsewhere on the 
screen, by specifying RGB values, or 
by choosing PANTONE :lumber. 
Once YO'l have a ,olor, you can drag 
it into a special "rolor well," or you 
can put it on the cut-and-paste 
board. 

OpenStep uses Display Post­
Seript to put images on the screen, 
which means that what you see on 
the screen is exactly what print... 
You can "tear off" any OpenStep 
window and assign your own key­
board commands for any menu com­
mand. And there is a full multimedis 
e-mail program called NextMail that 
is one of the best mail programs 
ever. 

I hod similar success with Open­
Step Enterprise. I loaded it up onto 
my Windows NT system and within 
about IS minutes was writing pro­
grams with Next'. Interface Builder 
application. 

Apple hopes to use OpenStep 
Enterprise as the key to bringing 

application developers b",,-< to the 
Macintash fold. Developers will be 
able to write a program once for 
OpenStep and have it run on both 
Rhapsody and Windows NT. 

Some developers are definitely 
excited about Rlmpsody. "fll be the 
first person in line," says Kenny 
Carruthers, a computer consultant 
from Quebec who is attending Mac­
World. 

"In a lot of ways this is Apple's 
version of vVindows NT," says Dan­
iel-Ari Feinberg, head of develop­
ment at Diorris, • prepress firm in 
Boston. But Feinberg is worried that 
the clouj banging over Aplie will af­
feet many people's attitudes toward 
Rhapsody. "I think too many psople 
are frightened away because of the 
turmoil. Even if Rhapsody works 
technologically, it may not matter." 

Teclmolagy writer Simson Gar­
ftnkel can be rew:Jwd at pl':J{/fled-in· I 
@simsan.net. 


