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Fusion' shot Web' sites 
Editing program lets even novices design 
stunning pages / Sinison L Garfinkel 

i. 0 YER THE PAST TWO YEARS, of Web editor. 
'. a plethora ofprograrilS for cre, It doesn't feel like a word processor. In-

. . . atmg Internet Web pages have stead, it feels like QuarkXPress, a popular 
hit the market. The first were program for creating printed pages. In-
. I edi that uld ad stead of typing in text and then formatting 

. sunp e tors . eo re it, with FuSioll you aSsemble a page by 
and write HTML, the actual1anguage that dragging out graphical elements such as 
Web pages are created in. Then there was a pictures, rectangles, tsbles, or columns of 
volley ofp"lgrams like Adohe's PageMill, text from a palette. The result is a more 
Microsoft's Frollt Page, and Netscape's readable Web page with more white space 
Navigator GoI<l, which feel like word pro- and more design. Although designed for 
cessors for the Web. graphics artS professionals who are making 

FuSion, created by a small Silicon Valley . the transition from the world of print to the 
start-up called Netobjects Inc. .Wqrld Wide Web, FuSion is reasonably 
(http://www.netobjects.com). is a new ki~d . easy for anybqdy with some graphic arts 

experience. Even better, FuSion. lets evell 
be~ create high-end Web sites thanks 
toa number of built-in templates. . 

While programs like Navigator Gold are 
really focuSed on editing pages, Fusion's 
emphasis is the Web .site as a whole. Your 
Web site bas a characteristic look, eof6Ned 
by a Style and a set of "master JlIII!ils. " You 
($ ehange thelool\otyourlJlltire site all.at 
once. by selecting a new style or editing the 
master pages. ~ brings a look ofconsis­
tency to your Web site. Besides making 
things look better, this helps readers fignre 
outwben they've left your site and entered 
another. . 

nesidespage design, Fusion bas power­
ful tools for IIIlIIiaging your site as a wbole. 
The program's "site view" displays all of the 
pages in.your Website in an easy-to-under­
stand tre~. YO)! can change the titles on 
pages, move them around, or drop in new 
pages according to templates (use one of 
the predefined templates or create your 
own). If you want navigation bars on your 
Web pages, Fusion will create and update 
them automatically. That alone can save the 
Web designer literally hours. of work. 

Unlike other Web editors, FuSion 
doesn't lock you in. The system makes it. 
easy to type raw HTML or JavaScript, 
should you really want to do that. 

FuSion also has a "component" architec­
ture that lets you plug Java applets or 
ActiveX controls into your page. 

To sh!JW off their piOduct" Netobjects 
has created the "fusionaries" Web site, 
which has pomts to some of the.manycom­
panies that have built coinplicated sites 
with the FuSion product. You can find it at . 
http://www.fusionaries.com .. 

. To make all of this magic work, Fusion 
uses an object-oriented datsbase to store 
the Web pages while they are being edited 
by the designer. This database makes it 

. posSible for the program to store additional 
information about each page. For instance, 
if you want to create an HTML link in Net­
objects, you don't give the.system the name 
of the J?lIiIl that you'lIre linking to. Iustead, 

. you simply select ehe page from a liSt. The 
page's name gets filled in when the site is 
published tq yourWeb server. Thus, you 
. can rename your pages or move them 
arqund, and your links will never break. 

The disadvantage of this technique is 
t\IlIt you must "publish" the pages l!Jefore 
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you can view them with a Web browser •. An­
other disadvantage is that if you edit yOUl! . :d i 
Web pages after you've published them and ., 
then pUblish them a seeondtime, y\lU'lllose 
all of ~ changes. On the other band, Fn-
sion's publishingproeess qpens up SIlme 
interesting poesibilities. You can, for exiun-
pIe, bave the .~ publish a ''text only" 
version of your site, Or you can have it . 
autorilaijea1ly shrink all of the image!! on 
your site, so that they won't take a long 
time to load over a slow modem conneetion. 

One of the guiding forces behind FuSion 
is Bernard Desarnauts, the company's di­
rector of program management.. Before 
joinillg the company, Desarnauts was a self­
described ''frustrated Web-site designer;" 
He wanted to work on Fusion to give his 
fell!JW designers a tool that would Iwthem. 
concentrate on design, rather than HTML 
programming. 

"I think that we just have a very hot 
product," he says like a proud father. And 
be's right. . 

Fusion 1.0 ($695 list) bas been out for 
about five months on Windows and nearly 
two months on the Macintosh platform. 
Version 2.0 is in beta testing right noWOD 
Wiodows. It bas the ability to import an ex­
isting site from the Web and to generate 
Web pages that use frames, and ships with 
eight plug-in modules or chat rooms, 
threaded discussion lists, feedback forms, 
and more. 

I would like to see automated support 
for building sites in mllitiple languages.~ 
elicl< here for our site in French, S~, 
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., or German. I'd also like to see faster perfor- .-' 
mance on the Mac. But even with·those two 
caveats, FuSion is the best We!ipublisbing 
program tIult I've seen. And you eand!JWn-
load a 3O-day demo from the comparw's 
Website. 

. Techrwlngy writer SirMOn L. Garfinkel con 
be recwhed at plUDUeti-in@IfimStm.tu1t. 


