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Tadpole No Wimp 

TadPol1 Technology made Its name seiling almost 
Indestructlbla porubla workstatlons.lat.ly, 

though, the mllrket lind cons.qulntly this British 
firm hllva fall,n on hard times. Thl Tadpoll P1300 
Is the company's attempt to SUrvlv1 by going malA­
stream. 

Tht Ptntlum-based P1300 Is built lib a unkind 
f .. ls lib It -It weighs. hatty 7.5 pounds. Its magn .. 
slum casing Is mort durablt than plastic and 
d.slgn,d to dlsslpat. tht h.at of thl processor. Plus, 
there a"lmpresslv. f.atures under tbl hood. 

Th. P1300 Is basld on Tadpola's Advanced Nat .. 
book Architecture format-lllke thl removllbla hard 
disk (avallabla In sizes from 340 Mbytes to 1.2 
Gbytes). Thl SCSI (In ba swappad outto run the box 
with different op.ratlng systems. Tha sUlln Is stun­
ning - 800 by 600 plx.ls In a dllY whln mast laptops 
are stili 6<40 by 480. Th.re's Iv.n t6-blt stereo sOilnd. 

The Sherman tank of laptops. 

Th. P1300 Is lisa load.d with ports. Thera's I 
connector on the back for a mini docking station that 
gIves you a 5CSI-2 conn.ctor, an ext.rnal keyboard. 
and a sarlill port. Th, unit faatu"s a fun-slz.lo­
mark ktyboard with axcellent fe,1 and an Int. grated 
pointIng stick. And, of cours., there's • 133-MHI 
P.ntlum processor driving the bus. 

But the P1300 betrays Tadpole" workstation 
~oots. this box Is much mort comfortablt running 
Solarls or Llnux than using Windows 95. The1.S·hour 
Internal bllttery charge Tadpole promises Is grlat for 
Unix, but pretty pllthetlc for a Windows-basad PC. 
(You clln g.t up to six hours with Tadpole'. extlmll 
batttry pick.) Thllfs also why thert's no sltep mod.: 
Unix doesn't support It. 

Illke the P1300.lt's a stylish box, and Ifs Just the 
thing for rough road trips. But nat light enough to 
maktlts way Into my backpack. -Simson Garfinkel 

The Tadpole P1300: U5S6.99S. Tadpole Technology Inc.: (800) 
2326656. + 1 (512)2192200. on the Web athttp://www 
.tadpole.com!. 


