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Tadpole No Wimp

adpole Technology made Its nama selling almost
Indestructible portable workstations. Lately,
though, the market and consequently this British
flrm hava fal{an on hard times. The Tadpole P1300
is the company’s attempt to survive by going main-
stream.

The Pentium-based P1300 Isbullt like a tank and
faels iTke It - [t welghs a hefty 7.5 pounds. Its magne-
sium casing is more durable than plasticand
designed to dissipate the heat of the processor. Plus,
there are imprassive featuras under the hood.

The P1300 is based on Tadpole’s Advanced Note-
book Architecture format. 1 fike the removable hard
disk (available in sizes from 340 Mbytes to 1.2
Ghytes). The SCSI can be swapped out to run the box
with differant operating systems. The screen Is stun-
ning - 800 by 600 pixels in a day whan mostlaptaps
are still 640 by 480. Thare’s aven 16-bit sterso sound.

The Sherman tank of [aptops.

The P1300 Is also loaded with ports. There'sa
connactor on the back for a mini docking station that
glves you a SCSI-2 connector, an external keyboard,
and a serlal port, The unit features a full-size Lex-
mark keyboard with excallentfeai and an Integrated
pointing stick. And, of course, there's 2 133-MHz
Pentium processor driving the bus.

But tha P1300 betrays Tadpole’s workstation
voots. This bax is much more comfortable running
Solarls or Linux than using Windows 95. The 1.5-hour
internal battery charge Tadpola promises Is great for
Unix, but pratty pathetic for a Windows-based PC.
(You can get up to six hours with Tadpole’s external
battery pack.) That’s also why thera's no sleap mode:
Unix doesn’t supportit.

1llke tha P1300, It's a stylish box, and it’s just the
thing for rough road trips. But notlight anough to
maka Its way Into my backpack, - Simson Garfinkel

The Yadpole P1300: US$6,995. Tadpole Technalogy Inc.: (800)
2326656, +1 (512) 219 2200, on the Web at http//www
.tadpole.com/.




