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A matter of record .. 
TItIeI MicMac 

;:: .......... Nirvana Research 
; '1'IICe< $89. 

<: PIoIIarm: Apple Macintosh 

M',' , 'ieMac is a handy little 
i program that tUl'llS a Macin-
: togh PowerBook into a pow-
~ tool for recording lectures and 
i1!~etingll. The program work. with 
tI!\l built-in microphone that's on 
pi:'actically every PowerBook. AI-, 
tllough MicMac won't quite make 
:ii>ur cassette recorder ul!.ol~l<J, .Lu
dlmts and profesSional people will 
ptQbably find MicMac more useful. 
., The key to MicMac is a clever 
~)md-compression algorithm that 
s~res an hour's worth of high-qual
it! ,speech in 13.5. megabytes of hard 
diJik space. Once you have made a 
recording, you can play it back, stop, 
record more and save your work to 
hear it later, While you are record
ing, MicMac constantly manitors 
your hard disk and shows how much' 
sp!ce (in recordable minutes) is left. 

The power of MicMac is random 
aaBas, Because the sOllnn i •• tored 

~
'YOur hard dIsk, you can instantly 

j mp to any point, You can Bet book. 
" kg (which MicMac calls "mark. 
e, s") throl1ghout the soundtrack, 

d even pl!lY your recording back 
f ster without making everybody 

____ ~~~~~~·~theOWpmu~, 

~ ~lnce !\,UC!VIUC: KtffiIJM 1~ r~'1.JJ'u" 

in Macintosh disk Illes, you can 
email them to a friend (it takes 

. ughly two seconds of modem time 
8i 2~,8 kbps to selld eaci) second of a 

" Mac recording) or store them on 
external hard disk or tape drive. 
e really neat idea is to put the 

IlS on to Iomega Zip disks. A $15 
P cartridge stores more than seven 
urs of speech with MicMac. 
: Unlike some other Macintosh 
dio tools, MicMac has no problem 
cording in the background while 
u are using YOllr Mac for some· 
inll: else, I made an hourlong reo 

c rding at Espresso Royal while 
'ting a chapier of my forthcoming 
ok. On the othen hand, it was hard 
hear what wa& happening in the 

cW:'ee shop over the sound of my 
,._ t:jfi!ng: For Beriou$ work, you'll want 

tQj'llse an external microphone, Nir· 
vilha Research, which make. the 
Pl'\>gram, recomm~nds using Sony's 
~M-R1OO microphone, wWch can 
b&:ordered directllV trom Sony at 1· 
ooo.roS·7000, But! the cillmc •• at" 
th\it any medium.JuaIity microphone 
tJWt has a battery n it will work fine, ' 
" Despite these ,ifty features, Mic

Mac Isn't wlthou~ problems, The 
program has a hlmdy little "skip" 
button that lets ydu backspace by a 

seconds while I you are listening 
playback, AJthollgh this is a god· 

nd for anybody who has ever tried 
~'transcribe a Ulped interview or 
ure, it would tie nice if MicMac 

tomaticall,y kept: playing after the 
'kspace, rather ~ha!l requiring the 

, . r to hit "play" a~a:in, And it would 
. ,nice if MicMac /lad separate but

lIS for "play" llDP '!fast forward," 
ther than requijing the user to 

, . k the "play" bu~ton with the Ma· 
tosh's "option" ~ey held down. 
What's really imissing, thongh, 
editing feature$ of any kind. Nir-

'vana says that's ~ecause MicMac 
i.1"I: de~igng<l for! audio editing 
~e are already programs on the 
¥et that do th,t, and they cost 
hjiitdreds of dollar, not $89, Still, it 
..mud b. nice to It ICll8t be able to 
CIJ!i and paste soun , 
::~ Macintosh user who are intri· 

/!l!l!d by the Idea 0 MicMac can try 
d\jtmloading the' 00" versiuIl of 
th\I, program, Mic ac Lite, from 
Nirvana's home pa on the Internet 
(http://moof,com/ni anl\l), MicMac 
~l" h ... all of Lhe !features of Mic· 

, Mec; but it can't save files, 
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