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A matter of record
e MicMae
*y. Publisher: Nirvang Research
i Phiows 89,
Ti Platform Apple Macintosh

MiCMaé is a handy little
&/ I program that turns a Miacin-
L tosh PowerBock inte-a pow-
etful tool for recording lectures and
meotings, The program works with
the buflt-in microphone that's on

practically every PowerBook, Al-.

though MicMac won't quite make
hur cassette recorder obsolele, siu-
. dents and professionsl people will
probably find MicMac more nseful.
e The key to. MieMae is a clever
. $ound-compression algorithm that
stores an hour's worth of high-qual-
ity speech in 135 megabytes of hard
digk space. Once’ you have made a
recording, you can play it back, stop,
record more and save your work to
hear it later, While you are record-
ing, MieMac eonstantly monitors

your hard disk and shows how much’

space {in recordable minutes) is left.

The power of MicMac is random
ali#ess. Because the sound is stored
og-your haid disk, you can instantly
Jump to any point. You can set book-
.Marks (which MicMac calls “mark-
“ebs”) throughout the soundtrack,

d even play your recording back
f4ster without making everybody
Jike Alvin the Chinmunk,

~ that hes a battery in it will work fine,

in Macintosh disk files, you can

- epmail them to a friend (it takes
ughly two seconds of modem time

% 28,8 kbps to send each second of a
ieMac recording) or store them on
external hard digk or tape drive,
e really rieat idea is to put the
Jos on to Tomegs Zip disks. A $15
p cartridige stores more than seven
urs of speech with MieMae,

Adnlike some other Macintosh

cording in the background while

cprding at Espresso Royal while
iting a'chapter of my forthcoming
ok. On the other hand, jt was hard
hear what was: happening in the

. chéfee shop over the sound of my
- t#¥ing: For serious work, you'll want

taduse an external mictophone. Nir-
vithee Roscarch, which makes the

pivgram, recommends using Sony's

FLM-R100 microphone, which can
be.ordered directly from Sony at 1-
800-538-7550, But| the chances are
thét any medium-quality microphene

% Despite these nifty features, Mie-
ac {sn’t without. problems, The

dio tools, MieMae has no problem

u are using your Mae for some-
ing else. 1 made an hourlong re-
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-program has a handy little “skip”

button that lets you backspace by a
&% seconds whilelyou are listening
§ playback, Although this is a god-
apnd for anybody who has ever tried
# ‘transcribe a taped interview op
cture, it would be nice if MicMac

pckspace, rather than requiring the
per to hit “play” again. And it would
f.nice if MicMac had separate but-

#ick the “play” button with the Ma-
cgntosh’s “option” key held down.
_} What's really missing, though,
_ ¥ editing featured of any kind, Nir-
“vana says that's hecause MicMae
isn't degigned for| sudio editing

i

hiincdreds of dollars, not $89, Still, it
would be nice to at least be able to
et and paste'sound.

i, Macintosh users who are intri-
£upd by the idea of MicMac can try
dpnloading the “free” version of
the. program, MicMac Lite, from
Nirvana's home page on the Internet
(http:fmoof.com/nirvana/}, MieMae
Liite has all uf the features of Mic-

. Mse, but it can’t save files.
— sMsowh L. GARFINKEL
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shtomatically kept, playing after the

ther. than requiring the user to

thére are already programs on the -
niarket that do that, and they cost -




