
. IBM's laptopof·luxury .. 
Packed with speed andpowel", the 760E 
offers many things.Pedect,ion~ however, 
is not one of thetn./Si_OII LGarfInk.a 

• •• ..!Iave \leeIH,singJ,heJaptopef I.. . .. ~ ... .., .... 0 •. R .•••... NEAR. . L. Y. '. TW .. o· MQNTlI·.S, 1 
luxurY: IBM's 76OE. This unit. 
with a street JlI!'iee of $5,400, 
comes with a f50..megahertz 

Pentiwn procee.or,16megabytes of F;PO 
RAM, a2fi!lbyte hard drive, 2Illegab~. 
ofVRAM anda12,1-inch screen tiu>t sports , 
II reaolUtion of 1024x768 pixels, 

It you are into nwnbers, that last pili!' . 
should i1npJ:ess, Two years ago, it was 1111 
¥ impossible 'to buy a laptop with a screen 
other than 640)(480 - the S31De resolution as 

Last year, 8U-

-it holds !l\tto l2OItIinutel! of power, 
. The \eft.hIIy eln hoId:l$eeol\d batW'Y,a 

noppy disk drive ora CD-ROM drive. 
The 760E comes With IBM's MWave 

digital. signal pJ.'OCeSS9l". Software tiu>t loads 
into tbll MWsVil ~ make it a jIS.8kbps da­
wfaXvoiee-over,data modem. '!be MW~ve . 
can also be used as .a speaker phonund an 
~.~ using bundled 8l)ftwlt,re 
I!Upplied by Global Village. 

I like the 760E a lot. but it's got ~ 
problenls, The first i!l the keyboard: Al­
tho11gh it doe$n't hurt Illy finget'!! the WIly 
otherlaptQp k~boIu'dsdo, 1 find that my 
typingi!ln'tl.s~te on ~.760E, hi1-
CS1!8e lkeep JI)iiosIDg ltIe1II-wboops! - . 
!iltten!. 

III. tJ¥760E kllYboard is a 
IBM c.ns a 'l'rak-

Ii .ptt!ttygoodat.it. 
but latelYl've had ternble baIlk and !!boul>­
der pains. which I believe are reh\~.to 
usfug ~ sti~ ilI$tead of a Illouse. (Sinee . 
then,.I've pIpgged a mouse into II port in the 

. side 0f tile laPtoP and thepaius haVe stsrt­
ed. to go away,) 

I've also had nwneroU$ problelll$ with 
the Mwave: There isa bug inthe modelll'S 
software and the nsp keeps crashing, 
soJlletimes fr!lezing the contpUter, Ihope 
that doesn't happen during a phone can.' 

But the biggest problem with tbll760E 
is tiu>t it weighs too rnueh -a whopping 6.4 
JlOIl1Ids. May1)e ~~~~ to 
my hack problenis.. ..' ... 

Far ligbter ancI ~ ja the Alpha­
Srn.rt Pro, a 2.4-JlOII114)ortabJe keyboard 

. manUfaCtured by IotellipttP¢!ipheral De-
viceII. . .' 

The AlphaSlnart Pro is an excell!!nt 
kllYboar<! ~ good enoughto1l8e full time, 
and it p1ug&jhfu both Mats anti PCs. But 
what's so great about the $264 device is it 
COI11IlS with a pair of AA batterillS (good for 
2OO.1'I0lU'S of typing), l?SK of MM (good 
for hold!ng60 ~·oftyped ~)and 1I 
fIJur-Iine screen (good for Ilditingthe last 
fewW\ll'ds you typed).,Just unplug tbIlAl­
pbaSmart Pro from yourCOlDPnter ancI 
lake it to a mesting or a Ieeture. Type ill 
Your notes, editing them on the .BCre!lD . .s 
necessary, Then take the keyboard baCk to 
your deSktop and press the. "sen"d" button. 
While you watch; the keyboard silentlY re­
types your n<itel! into your word proeefIIlor. 

!PD is marketing the A1pluilmartl'ro 
to elementary scl\(~Is: For the price of a 
singlti PC or Mac, you canoutfitan entire 
classroom with thes!' maehines. 

They're great fbf teacliliIg kid$ hoW to 
type or for having them do aiJnplti class­
room~. I think the keyiK)ard is also 
greatfor.£l/Jlege students and~: 
It's a lot easier to carry around than a 
~ 

Even better: Yott can dropit on the 
floor witbontftlllr. 

Unfortunately, you can't use th~ Al}lba­
Smart for e-mail.soI.ve tinally COIIihed up 
the cash to buy a new t.pP,le Duo 2@Oe, 
With.the 48Mf\ MM cartridge I pieked up 
at MacWorld for $350, I've got a SNSteD!·· 
thnt has 56MB of MM, a r-gigahytehard 
drive, an actiVe l118trix'screen and a Ill~ 
fot 1!lS$. than $2,200. That's a price PC !lip­
tops just can't toueh. For tiu>t price, I'll put 
up with the !mlaller 640x48O.screen - 1lSpe­
cially sinCe I'm about to buy a 17·ilich 
screen for my docking ststion. 

Tech'lWlcgy 1IJriter Simmn 1. Ga1jinkel can . 
be 'I'8IlChed at plugged-in@$i~net. 
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