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Be all that you can be 
New double-chip computers may 
outgun Mac / Simson L. Garfinkel 

I
F YOU THINK THE 

. world doesn't n. eed a funda­
mentally new kind of 
de.ktop computer - if you 
think Microsoft's Windows 

95 is just fine for most tasks, and 
the Mllcintosh put up a good fight 
but ultimately lost - then you 
need to spend an hour in front of a 
BeBox, the magical new computer 
tram Be Inc. 

Be is the creation of Jean-

Louis Gassee, one of Apple Com­
puter Inc.'s early Macintosh 
evangelists who left the firm and 
started hi. own company in 1990. 
From the beginning, Gassee and 
the early Be team had just two 
goals. The first was to build a 
compuler unencumbered by the 
design flaws that dominate the 
Macintosh and Microsoft's operat­
ing systems. His second was to 
have fun. 

The result today is the beauti­
ful blue BeBox. But don't rush out 
and buy one yet: Unless you are a 
software developer, you'll find 
Be's BeDS operating system is 
missing a lot of key features at the 
moment. 

That will probably change 
within a year, at which point Be 
could seriously challenge the Ma­
cintosh and become the system of 
choice for people creating digital 
Images, electronic musIc and video 
- demanding applications that re­
qulre the very fastest computer 
artists can afford. 

The fundamental difference 
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between .the BeBox and practical­
ly every other desktop computer 
sold 'today is the power of two: 
whereas most Mac and PC com­
puters have just a single 
microprocessor, the BeBox has 
two 603 PowerPCs, each one run­
ning at 117 MHz. 

Adding that second processor 
is a cheap way of making a fast 
computer. That's because chip 
foundries like Intel and Motorola 
always charge. a premium for their 
very fastest ohips, but the slightly 
slower chips are dramatically 
cheaper. Think about it: It's much 
Cheaper today to buy a pair of 100 
MHz Pentium chip. than to buy a 
single 200 MHz Pentium proces­
sor. And if you are trying to make 
the very fastest computer possi­
ble, you can always do better by 
using two top-of-the-line CPUs in 
tandem instead of just one. 

Ro why ilMRn't. fl-Vfl-ry (lomputM 
er come with two micropro­
cessors? The problem is in tbe 
legacy operating systems like 
Windows 95 and the MacOS that 
most of today's computers run. 
These systems simply can't work 
with two CPUs. Microsoft's Win­
dows NT system can, but most 
applications that run On Windows 
NT still can't take advantage of 
the second CPU. 

Be's BeOS operating system, 
on the other hand, was designed 
from the ground up with multipro­
(leos~ing in mind. 

The base BeBox comes with a 
CD-ROM drive, two MIDI inter­
faces for controlling electronic 
synthesizers, three infrared inter" 
fSL'es for switching on-and-off 
anything operated by a wireless 
remote control, a SCSI interface 
for connecting scanners and exter­
nal hard disks, and a special "geek 
port" high-speed interface. The 
system takes standard PC inter­
face cards. floppy disks, and IDE 
hard drives, The whole idea was to 

create a system that used as manj\' " . 
off·the-shelf parts as possible. . 

Despite the interesting hard.. . > -) 
ware and its emphasis on ' c" 

multiprocessing, the real thing .. .:: 
about Be that's gotten everyone's 't. 
attention is the computer's kernel 't. 
- the master program that con· 
troIs all of the other processes 
running on the computer system. 
With just eight engineers and a .. :. , 
few years, Be has managed to do '.:, 
what Apple has tried and failed to ," 'c 

do for much of the past decade: ,'I_~ 

build a better Macintosh-like op- ,j: 

erating system. And last fall, Be 
further dissed Apple, by porting '" t 

BeOS to a Macintosh clone manu- , .. ~r 
facturedby Power Computing. 
Demonstrated at MacWorld, the ' ,'j 
system ran circles around MarOS "",, 

l.·' '-1 running on the same hardware. 
Since then, rumors have been , 

flying about a possible purchase of ' ' .. 
Rp. hy ApplE' Computf'l'. The ru~ :,­
mor mill says Apple would take' q q 

the BeOS, throw out its own Ma- '.; , 
cintosh System 8 and add ",." 
backwards-computability for ex- ~ 

isting Mac applications. 
But instead of trying to get ,-. 

bought out by Apple, Be is spend- ;' : il. 
ing its energies trying to get 
Apple's developers to port their i !if 
applications to the new BeOS op­
erating system. And to give l.'~ ; 

people more experience to Be, the ," q 

company is putting a CD-ROM in ,".; 
the January issue of MacTech 
magazine. On that disc will be a 
complete copy of BeDS, ready to ,," .. 
run on most Power Macs. Be may '" ' 
also make the beta version ofits " .. " 

I ~ ., operating system available for 
free on the Internet. 

That might p@rsuade a whole 
new generation of programs to 
say goodbye to Apple and Micro-

- ' t".'! 

soft, and pick up the banner of Be. :,,' 

Technowgy write>' Simson Gaifin- , ... , 
kel can be reached at ..:: q 

plugged@giobe.com ' ' " 
,'C." 


