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Operating system to solveMacOS problems, boost industt:il 
By Simson 1, GarlinkeI a time without a single crash, "_L __ it .1 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT It's fast: Unlike MaeOS, Nextstep takes ;;Z I 

vantage of advanced memory-lIlIlIUIgement '11' 
Last Friday, Apple Computer Inc, said it features that are built into, an modern tniero- : . 

would acquire Next Sofuvare InC. for $400 miI- processors, . . ' d" . 
lion in" move that rellllites theoompany with It's object-oriented: That makes it -y~, f 
its banished o)founder Steve Jot .. , create very powerful appli<ations with 0I'lIy a ~i 

Although the Jobs-Apple reunion makes small amount of work, . 10'1 , : 
for Jlteresting reading, the more important Nextstep is also portable. The opet'3tifc ; I 
News _ .. Iu.;" element is Apple'. ac- system currently runs on top of four diffenmtl II 
~- quisiiion of Next's OIl- kinds of computers: Next's original bIad< COlIlrl : i 

erating .ystem, Next- puters; Spare computers built by Sun ~. I 
step, which will form the basis for Apple's new sygtems Inc'; Pa-Rise ~lJiputers built by Hew-. : : 
Macintosh operating system, MacOS 8.0, . lett-Packard Co.; and industry-standard PetII i i 

Forget Jobs: AppWs acquisiiion of Next- powered by Intel Corp.'s 486 and PentiliOO : I 

step is good news for Apple, good 1lCWI'. for chips. . . Co';" I 
Macintosh users, good news for the collljlIter 'Ibis portability means AJIIlIe. eooId .oIIIIr.' I 
industry and good news for Microsoft COlll. Nextstep on both the companysaging Quaotqq ; j 

For starters, Nextstep bas the most user- computers, which are based on the MotorIIIII> • : 
frier.dly, easiest-to-use and easieslrto-program 68040 microproeessor, and the modern Power . I 

computer interface everirrvented. Macintosh systems, which .l'un Wi .. ·.th 1lh«.111. 
Nextstep - and just as important, Next's PowerPC chip that was developed jointly'" . I 

team of programmers - can really solve Ap- Motorola IllC., ~rp. and Apple: . Ii 
pie's Macintosh operating system problems be- Indeed. Next~tep already run.s on t:Iim .. " 

Apple c.m,..ter .. te. .... Steve .. IriIMI .... cIIIef_IheQil~ is • .., , gto cau;=~ ;~~~~~ ::'!.tep=''!=:;::t:,~~.·.· 
IIIe II • " .... IIIe ..... _isApple's ........... " . lI"ufIlexlWIwte. runr.ingon my desktopmaebinefor montilsa{ , "_J 

uh'- D,J 



1t::~::!~Su~'I~n:is motheroom-:1 from Apple's 
Earlier this year, Sun 

AppIo's s"II',"'ufJleJlt SoII-. ..... tIut's .... '..,--. Nt 1 'e .................. far Appfe's _ .... 

!f~iougI\t Lightliouse DEsign Inc., he 
ClIlif.-based firm that step, the Nextstep grapllic~in- Finally, Microsoft is sure to 

1ani!elt&ftheNextstep inde- terrace that ccnt:rols tIM; display of benefit from Apple's moVe bl!eaUlle 
=.....",~. ~ftware velldors. Light- wiro)ws lind IIJeIlIl8 Oll the computer Microsoft may _have some real 

_ etltire suite of applim- ~ll. 'competitioll in the operating system 
Nextatep. Light- Over the past year, Next has tak- business, especially if Apple ,eontin-

1:~:~.mayoe the best en the Qpenstep user inoorf.re and nes Next'spt'llCtiee of supporting 
Ie application pro- co{lfigured it fur W"mdows NT and PCs as well 11£ W<ll'ksta\ionI<.from 

, ~~~~,!toi- any platform. And Light- WmriQws95. Sun,I!lel\llWhile, has Sun Illld HP. As Wffl ~tip!e and 
r, , Qancurrence outlining and co{lfigured Openstep for the Solaris ' time ag;rin, Microsoft, dOlls its best 

prereni:atinn paekage is much eaSier aperating system. Developers can work when it's competing against 
.to use than Microsoft's own Powo.x write applications for the Openstep other C!lm~es. Look li>rward to 
"l'.iint. Piieed appropriately, the interface and Ilave tpe program run new innovation coorlng out of ReQ
LighthOuse appIieBtiotlS could com- on all of these operating systems. mond, Wash. 
pete head-to-head with Microsot'G'S This is what Java, Sun's program- Unfortunlltely. Apple can't siJlI.. 

cofli<e fIIlit.e. ' ' ming language, promised: write the ply take N extetep, port it to the Mae " 
, , Nextetep, is ~y a union of program o~ nm it' EVerywhere. platf"Mll and send the operating By&-

, ,two software systems. One is Math, The differenCe is that Openstep pro- tem out the door. Apple needs to 
imoperating system ker:lel tIlat pro- grams run considerably faster than make sure Nextstep runsmany (but 
vide. memory-protectioIl, multitask- programs written in Java. They're not necessarily all) of the existing 

, ing and security. The other is Opeo- also ,much simper to write. Macintosh applications. And Apple 

needs tosin>plify the Unix operating 
system on which Nextstep is built. 

That means It will likely be a 
year or mote before todays Macin-

tosh. ~¢ the oper;WDg 
system~ llIey so desperately 

, need. lIIU1e 'meantime, AJ>p1e will 
continue filIing~in M8t0S 7.5. . 

, But it will be !lard to~ exeitei!'. 
about Harmony, Apple's ¥acOS up. 

, gradE! J1Ian\Ied for1leXt moJIIh, know-", 
ing Nextetkp'is dilwn the road. It\, 
stead of Harmony, Applesh)U1d give 
away the CUITeIll version of Next- ' 
step for PCs so Apple's developers' 
can ¢ their feet wet with the sys- • 

. tern am begin tfesigning applica
tions. 

Either way, the future looks 
bright U\ Apple takes its Next step. , 

Technolngy'U11"iter SimstmL. Gmji:n. 
kel is 'l former senior editor of 
NextW~rld M~ine and, tIie autIuir' 
of an ~ng book 1m Next
'IMp appliooti0n8. In March 1991 h£ 
served CIS II COIiIlIdtant fin" N€3Jt Tech
'IWIngy Inc. He cam be r<J/fChed at 
plngged-in@~net 


