Apple S Next step puts computer company on nght tmc

Operatmg system to solve MacOS problems, beoﬁ indu
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By Smmon L. Garfinkel
GLOBE CORRESPONDENTF

Last Friday, Apple Computer Ine. said it
would acquire Next Sofsware Inc. for $400 mil-
lion in 2 move that reunites the company with
its banished cofounder Stevé Joks.

Although the Jobs-Apple reunion rmakes

-for mer%hng reading, the more important

* step. which will form the basis for Apple’s new

element is Apple’s ac-
quisition of Next’s op-
erating eystem, Next-

Macintosh operating system, MacOS 80.
Forget Jobs: Apple’s acquisition of Next,»

' step iz good news for Apple, good news for

Macintosh users, geod news for the computer
industry and good news for Microsoft Corp.
For starters, Nextstep has the most vser-
frierdly, easiesi-to-use and easiest-to-program
computer interface ever invented. .
‘Nextsicp - and just as impoertant, Next’

team of ‘programmers ~ can resfly solve Ap-.
" ple’s Macintosh operating system problems be-

cause Nextstep is evervthing MaeOS isnt. -
Nextstep is stable: 1 have had Nextstep

. runring on my desktop machine for months at

festures that ar'e'builtintﬂaﬁmodernmm

ﬂ;&ﬁiﬁa
me.H

at:mew:theutamxglecrssh .. L
It's fast: Unlike MacOS, Nextstep takes
vantage of advanced memory-management L

PrOCESIOrs. o
Its object-oriented: That makes it eas;r‘tg,, 1
aeateverypowarﬁﬂapphmhommtbwﬂya_;
small amount of work, :
Nextstep is also portable. The operatm
system eurrently rums on top of four different; |
kinds of computers: Next’s original black comny
puters; Spare computers. built by Sun Micyay
systems Inc.; Pa-Rise computers built by Hew-.
lett-Packard Co.; and industry-standard PEg
powered by Tntel Cc-rps 486 and Pentiitog) |
chips,” ST
This portabi!ztymeans Appleemidm:' '
Nextstep or both the company’s aging Quadim ; |
mpﬁbem which are based n the Motordke -
68040 micreprocessor, and the modern Power -
Macintosh systems, which yun with thy ¢
PowerPC chip that was éevehpai;emﬁy%yi ]
Mbtorola Inc., IBMCorp. and Apple. -
‘Indeed, Nextstep already runs on s
63040. T}xemmpraeesserm/useémbimd’sa
b}ack wm'kstations i g
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ext’s labs. Thus, much of the job of

AF moving Nextstep onto the Macintosh
| Rmrdwere has atready been done.
if Ap@ie follows through and

the -process of making

;nn@opksdeaksaﬂwerﬂle
mlibegmntednewleasesan

~ <aduced fof any platform. And Light-

[ house’s Coneurrenee outlining and
_preseritation package is much easier
Ao use than Microsoft's own Powar

“Point. Priced appropriately, the
Lighthouse applicatiotis could com-
" pete head-to-head with Hmsofa;s
i}mte aiiite. -

.| Nextstep is aetually & union of

" two software systems. Cne is Mach,

' - an operating system kerel that pro-

vides memory-protection, multitask-

ing and security. The other is Open-

vferrPC based machines inside

sva;lah}e for both old and

ﬂd Apple ml] reap millions in -
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step, t}m Nextstep gz-apéxe uger in-

terface that centrols the display of

: windywe and menus on the computer

scresh. :
Over the past year, Nexthas tak-

_enme()penstepusermceﬁaeemﬁ

confizured it for Windows NT and
Windows 95. Sun, mesaswhile, has

eonfigured Openstep for the Solaris -

operzting system. Developers éan

write applieations for the Openstep

_ interface and have the program nm
on &l of these operating systems.

- This is what Java, Sun’s program--

ming language. promised: write the

program once, tun it everywhere. -

The difference is that Openstep pro-
grams run considershly faster than
programs written in Java, They're
also-mueh simpler to wrile,

Fmally, Mlcrescft is sure to
benefit from ‘Apple’'s move because
Microsoft may soon have some real

‘competition in the opersting system

business, especially if Apple contin-
ues. Next's practice of supporting
PCs 35 well a5 workstations' from
Sun and HP. Aswe've seen tme and

‘time again, Microsoft does its. bestl
work when it's competing against

ather companies. Look fHrward to
new innovation coming out of Red-
mond, Wash.

- Unfortunately, Appié can't sime

ply take Nextstep, port it te the Mac |

platform and sesd the operating sys-
tem cut the deor. Apple needs to
make sure Nexistep runs many (but
not necessarily all) of the existing

. Maembash apphwuons And Appie
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That means ¥ will likely be o

year or more before today's Macin-

srswnwdeﬂzeysodapemely
. need. In the ‘meintime, Apple will
rcentmueﬁ;m:gh:;gsmManS% 5
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ing Nextatep is down the road. In-

-can get their feel wet with the sys- |
~tem and. begin designing applica-

- Technology writer Simson L. Garfin- -

But it will be Wtag\etex@te!i
about Hartnony, Apple’s MacOS vp--

stead of Harmeny, Apple'should | give
away the current version of Next-
step for PCs so Apple’s developers -

tions.
Either way, the future looks
bright zs Apple takes ite Next step.

kel iz 2 former senior editor of
NexiWorld Magazine and the outhor-
of an eward-winning book on Next-

applicsziwn& In Morch 1991 he
smred e m&aﬁzﬂw Next Tech- -
nology Inc. He con be resched ot 1
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