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AOHell

merica Online foe Da Chronic is the mas-

termind behind AOHell, an outlaw pro-
gram designed to exploit bugs in the online
service, making it easy to forge messages in
chat rooms, download files for free, and even
create pirate accounts. To keep his identity
secret, Da Chronic hides behind an anony-
mous remailer in Finland.

Da Chronic says he is a 17-year-old high
school graduate in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and claims he wrote AOHell for one reason:
revenge. He explains how he grew up in a
family affected by child abuse: he’s furious
that, as he sees it, AODUs staff can shut down
chat rooms for software pirates but permit
rooms used by “pedophiles and child abusers.”

He adds, “AOL would also like you to
believe that AOHell is a virus. AOHell poses
no harm to anyone except America Online”

AOL says it will close the accounts of any-
one using AOHell. — Simson I.. Garfinkel
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