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I 
BOUGHT MY FTRST >lA­
cintosh back in 1985. The com­
pu~r was ~I[)w, t.hl:'.di~kfl rlidn't 
hold enough, and it crashed a 
lot. I ;,old the machme three 

montll~ latel' to a fooliflh MIT bl'J'arlu­
ate student. 

Tv.'o years later T bought my fil'Rt 
laptop, a Toshiba 1000. Since then, 
I've owned a string of PC laptops. 
Most were fflRt for their time, and 
relatively cheap. But whl:'n T mu.eJ 
from nos tn Windows, I started 
having device-driver problems. An­
other prohlem was Microsoft Win­
doWl'l itself: the operating sy~tem 
wasn't too friendly on a laptop's tiny 
screen. [gave lip on Winrtow~, and 
kept my laptop running' 008. 

l,aflt year, r rlp.cirlerl to give Ap­
ple anothertry. I hought a Power­
Book Duo 28Oc. Since Apple buill 
hnth the hardware and the software, 
I didn't have any of the device-dm ... er 
probJems that art:' (xlmmOnllla('e in 
the Windows world. And while there 
may be fewer programfl availahle for 
Macs than for PC~, I found that I 
could nm Quicken, send and receive 
(axe~, ami have my ch(lice of morf' 
than gix word proces80r prugraTllB. 
W8.'l an ~y COllVPxt; to the Macin­
toom. 

This week, a lot of' Macintosh us­
ers have felt slighted as the hoopla 
over Windows 95 - a program that 
makes a PC almost as eas;r to use as 
a Mac - reached a (evel' peak. Ap­
ple's new Iapwp family, introduced 
this week, were almost lost in the 
hype. 

But these new PowerBooks, the 
5300 serie~, represent a funrlamf'ntal 
step forward for Mat.intosh userl'l. 
They are dramatically faswr than 
existing machines, ha~e bigger 
screens, spacious hard disks, and in­
frared networking - j'eatul'e~ that 
miR:ht show up on Windows note­
books lawr this year, or early next. 

Based on a new PowerPC micro­
procel'lsor, the tlO~e, the tlew Puwer­
Books offer 20-40 percent faster per­
fOl'IJlance than la:.Jt year'~ blp-oF-the­
line desktop Powel' Macintofltl com­
puters. They can easily out -perionn 
toda~"s top-of-the-linc Pentium desk­
top machines. 

At the apex orthe new Power­
Rook line is the 5300cel117. This 
l'omputer comes equiJlP~ with a 

The new Power8ooks are dramatically foster than existlng-m8.Chliteli, 
ha\'e bigger scre~~!_~p~lo~_~ _~ard dls_k~ an~ Infrared networking, 

117Mhz Powerpr riOOe proce~~or, 
32MB of RAM, 1.1GB of hard disk, 
and a stunning lO.4-inch active-ma­
lriJI SVGA C\creell that displays 600 
by 600 pixels. ea~h one IS-bits deep. 
Today np.arly every laptop on the 
market is limited tll a Mnx4S0 di~­
play size, with 8·hit pixels; the addi­
tional pixel.'! mew] that you can dis 
play more information at the samf' 
time - more pa.t1lWuphS" of text, 
more app1ieatiorJR, and more demiled 
photographs. With this n~w .:!,Yst.em, 
there il'l hoth the RA.M and the 
Rr.rel'n real estate to run Photoshop, 
Quark and Micl'oo;oft \Vord ti at the 
same time. 

For tho~~ of UC\ who ran't atl'(ll'd 
to hlow several-months salary on a 
new m;.!ehine, there is Apple's 
5300/100, which comes with a 
640x4RO gray-scale display, 8MB of 
Rk'vI, and [)Q{)MR of hard disk. That 
fly~tllm has a lOOMhz Power'PC pro­
~es8or - fallter than a 120Mh.z Pen­
t.illln - anti costs $2,200. 

A color version ()f the enLry-level 
r..:{(}O is the uBOUcs for about $2,800. 

All of" the rTl011elR ~port Apple'R 
new Lithium-ion battery. Apple ~aYI:l 
that the battery can carry the 
Puwl'rRwJk fur between four and 
five hours. In m~' testing, I got 3 
houl'S. The hattery chargeI'( in 2 
hours if the PowerBook is turned off, 
or in four hUUTh if;~iOu are running 
the system. 

The new 1'0werBooks also come 
equipped with an inrrared tranflmit­
ter on the back, allowing YOlllo net­
work without eabks. (Farallon Com­
puling , ... ill soon start selling an Air· 
Dock that allows you to network 
with desktop lIlachille~.) They have 
an improved track pad, which let<l 
you tap thf! pad to click the mOllSI:'. 

And Apple has changed the cnlor of 
the PowerB(]ok3' case from slate 
gray to blal'k. Accol'ding to one Ap­
ple marketing executive, ~people 
pert'eive hlack things 3H being small-
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PowerBooks 
er and weighing less." 

Unlike previous PowerBooks, 
these new models are expandable. 
The floppy disk drive can be pulled 
out and replaced with a second hard 
disk, a magneto-optical drive. CYST 
Power Systems, of Concord, makes a 
universal AC adaptor that slides in 
and eliminates the "power brick" 
that laptop owners have to carry 
around.) The laptop also has two 
Type II-size PCMCIA slots, which 
means that PowerBook owners can 
(many use those low-cost credit-card 
sized fax modems, ethernet cards, 
and portable hard disks that have 
become all the rage in the Windows 
laptop market. But unlike your typi­
cal Windows laptop, the PowerBook 
recognizes the PCMCIA card when 
you insert it and shows the card's 
icon on the screen; drag the icon to 
the trash, and the card gets ejected. 

I like the new PowerBook key­
board: it has a light touch which 
doesn't hurt my fingers. The big 
screen is fantastic, although I wish it 
could be made a little brighter. 

Throughout the laptop, Apple's 
,high standards of ergonomics and 

I I usability are evident. For example, 
when you set a password for the rna· 

I 
chine, the Mac also asks you to give 
it a hint for remembering the pass· 
word. Forget your password, and 
the Mac will display your hint. 

And if you've really got to run 
Windows applications you can. Insig. 
nia Solutions guarantees that it's 
Soft Windows 2.0 program will run 
all Windows programs, or your mon-

ey back. SoftWindows costs about 
$300 and delivers 33MHZ 486-level 
perfonnance. 

For more than a year, Apple has . 
been advertising that its Power- , 
Books are upgradable to PowerPC. 
This week, we found out that upgra­
dable means $700 for Power Book 
500 series, and $1,200 for Duo users 
like myself. The upgrade comes ,,;th 
a 100Mhz 60Se processor and an ad-
ditional4MB of RAM. . 

Apple has also introduced a low­
cost Power Book 190 series. Priced at 
$1,850 for an 8MB gray scale sys­
tem, and $2,200 for a color system, 
the::c;e systems don't have the 
PowerPC processor, although they 
are upgradable. For studen!;; and 
others on a tight budget, it's going to 
be a hard choice between the color 
190c8/66 or a PowerPC-based gray­
scale 5S00. 

Apple expects the Power Books 
will hit stores sometime in early Dc· 
tober. Let's hope that they build 
enough this time: For the last year, 
Apple has been plagued by chronic 
shortages which cost the company 
more than a billion dollars in lost 
sales. 
---.. __ .. _"'--' 
MichrMl Putz,l is an vacation. He 

can be reached bye-mail at 
putzel@globe.comand by papermai~ 
do Plugged In, The BosUm Globti, :135 
MorriBsey Bivd., Bostem, MA 02107. 
Correspondent Sirnsan Gaifrnkel ~dn 
be reoched at simsong@uineyard.iwi. 
Or, take a taur of hiB new house at . 
http://vineyard.net!l OsprirllJ. 


