Emhpastmyem, Assoclated News-

" papersLud. one of England's largast

Mmpspumm has baen davelop-
ingan aleqm Twspaper seiviceand a
portable dlgﬂhmms book as an alterns-
five 1o the mﬁmpaper The project
was MEMWM Marshall, managing
director of U Mak Intematlonal, the As-
sociated cmm crested to develop and
market thamw dlgnat product.

Lalled Wbox,’ the 4-pound,
portable csrputer will be nc larger than
a2 hardback dictionary. it will resemble a
book, opening nthe-middle with a large
LCD screedion the Jeftand 2 small keypad
an the right. The-boek's “spine” wifl be a
radio antennafor seception of data. A 90-
Mbyte driviewill trovide starsge.

Designed specifically for commuters,
the book wil sestin a table-top docking
station eachnlghtysshargtng its batter-
ies and remﬂwmomfng% news via
radio ithlwghupelzm radlofTV broad-
cast) or ttuohghadldicated telephone
connectiof; Saftware suning on the
news box wikbet e reader mark articles
he or she Wluep, at work, the box

will downioad the selected mkles toa
desktop PC or Macintosh, :
Lots of media companies are ﬂdﬂmg

around with digital books and electranic :

newspaper servicas, but Associated
Mewspapers is further along than most,

. because it has already tackled the hardest

part of the probiem; content, Over the
past year, the chain has developed 4 digi-
tal newspaper production system: Adver-
tisements, hews, and photegraphs can
now be sent to the chain's largest news-
papers by modem and are electronically
stripped into place. The huge PostScript
files get transmitted from the paper's of-
fices to its printer over a set of high-speed
digital transmission lines.

Prototypes of the box are betng built
under a cloak of secrecy by Neotech, an
engineering firm located in southern Eng-
land, and should be appearing in corpo-
rate headquarters by the time you read
this. Marshall hopes to have the units on
salein the US by December 1994, with a
street price of around US$500; similar units
in the UK will sell for £500.
~ Simson L. Garfinkel
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