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Look Ma! No Gloves!

Gloves and goggles aren't the only way to navigate
virtual worlds. LEEP Systems' Cyberface 3 Virtual
Reality Workstation offers another way. Looking like)
a cross between a submarine periscope and a desk
lamp, the Cyberface is actually an exquisitely
counter-balanced back-lit LCD display that is
strapped on your head and rests in frent of your eyes.
Once in place, every turn or movement of your head is
transmitted down an RS$-232 serial interface to a host

computer (not included).

With the appropriate software, you can use the six
buttons on the top of the Cyberface to control your
motion through the virtual world, using different
combinations to move you forward, backward, faster,
or slower. A speaker placed over each ear can be used

Cyberface 3: a different way to navigate virtual worlds.

to play synthetic stereo sound, further enhancing the
illusion of reality. The counter balance kept me from
getting a stiff neck even after prolonged use.

What the Cyberface lacks is binocular vision: Each
eye looks at the same 71 -mm-wide display. LEEP's
engineers claim that stereo is overrated. In any case, }
didn't notice that both of my eyes were looking at a
single screen during my tour of cyberspace.

The Cyberface comes with drivers for popular
modeling software such as Sense8, Straylight,
VREAM, and Computer Explorations. For those who
have the cash and the desk space, Cyberface can be an
elegant tool for virtual exploration. - Simson L.
Garfinkel

Cyberface 3 Virtual Reality Workstation: US$14,660. LEEP Systems:+1
{617) 647 1395, e-mail leep@world.std.com.

Sonic CD

was watching the thanksgiv-
I ing day parade in New York
City hoping to get a look at the
raw Sonic Hedgehog balloon.
And what does the little blue
nut do? He pokes his eye into a
lightpole, deflating himself and
dragging the pole down on the
crowd. Go Sonic! Was this his
special way of saying "I'm back
on the scene and ready to roll?"
The Sonic CD marks the third
and best visit from the Sega
superstar. Go with him to his
home planet Mobius, where he
battles Robotnik once again. In
the past he's saved his animal
friends, this time he's saving the
flowers. He's doing the only job
he knows, playing the mediator
between culture and nature.
Meet his friend Amy Rose, a
pink hedgehog. Race against

the Anti Sonic, a robotic dop-

The Blue guy rules on CD.

pelganger. And coolest of all,
become baby Sonic, a little blue
pea kind of dude. YES! Hanging
with Sonic is always a good time.

This is the reason to buy a
Sega CD player. A full CD of
Sonic adventures, 50 levels of
adrenaline. The music is great,
the colors wild and the graphics
fantastic.

After the parade, Mayor-elect
Rudy Giuliani was asked how he
liked the parade. “Well, it was a
disappointment not to see
Sonic," was his immediate
response. Wow, here's a politi-
cian for the digital age, one
who's buddies with Sonic and
ready to race down the true
digital superhighway with him.

New York City, there still is hope.

-SteveSpeer

Sonic CD: $49.95. Sega: (800)
8727342, +1 (415) 591-7529.
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