THE DYNABOOKKARRIVES ‘

" 'SCENARIO'S DYNABOOK, A KEYBOARDLESS CD-ROM READER, MADE “

‘each in four shades of
ound waves botnce

The Dynabook concept of computer vi-
sionary ‘Alan Kay: déscribed"a" portable,
powerful compirter ‘with massive storage.
and a friendly user interface, Now a Som- o
erville, Mass.-based company, Scenario, .
has taken the concept: and devel-
oped a product called DynaBook.
It made its first public appea_ranoe at o
CD-ROM' Expo, with two units: shown at.
> Scenario’s exhibit. The DynaBook is a 16+
pound transportable iBM PC/AT clon
with an internal CD-ROM drive, MS-DOS
-~ 8.21 burned into ROM, and a removablef‘
~.h|gh -resolution touch-sensmve screen A
keyboard is optional. st
The DynaBook's touch screen and its
all-in-one approach make CD-ROM ‘appli
_“ cations available to people who don’t like -
computers, but who have much to benefit
from mass data storage.. The acoustic’
touch” screen allows users 1o run’ their' .
fingers ‘down the screen. and then pressf}t
on the desired icon, much as they would
manipulate a cursor with-a mouse, E
“The guts of the machine is an AT
compatible laptop running at 10MHz,”
said Chris Stokes, Scenario’s “product
manager. The board, built in Taiwan, sits:
underneath a built-in  Hitachi “CD-ROM
drive.:‘‘Hitachi turned out to be the most. . -
willing to license_their controller -and let
- us put it on the board,” Stokes says. The ™
drive also supports audio, opening up the™
possibilities: of multimedia applications
~Up-to three external- CD-ROM drives can:
also be connected.
_-The display is a .double super-twrst =
LCD, showing 720 by 400 square pixels,
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~There's room left inside for a'20- mega—
,«byte hard disk,. mternal modem .and two

;Frfty more were due to arrlve before the

waxtmg for final FCC: approval ” Stokes
says. “We can produce 5,000 a‘month ke
‘The price?  $4500,: ‘QUantity‘one,‘ for

startup file on the CD-ROM,

" disc. Forget about floppies, CONFIG.SYS
and AUTOEXEC.BAT. Because it is an all-
in-one product,. forget about plugging i
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Press the box on_the screen that says

" _.ice ‘user is at the ‘scréen—perhaps by i, -
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d"$500 for a 20- : k 1 /
would “weigh nine pounds;. run for_six
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