October 5, 1987

COLUMBIA DA

Smoke

to substitute one form of addiction for another
until forced to. Reynolds is already admitting
that the new cigarette will probably cost more
than existing brands, so few smokers are likely
to switch. Nor is the new cigarette likely to
deal a death blow to the anti-smoking cam-
paign, for smoke is not the real issue.

You’ve heard all the reasons for the public
smoking bans: cigarette smoke is irritating and
unhealthy to nonsmokers, lighted cigarettes are
dangerous (as I can attest, having seen a child
burned in the face by a careless smoker), and
nonsmokers have a right not to be exposed to
these sorts of risks. The party line follows that
we also have a duty to protect smokers’
children from growing up in smoke-filled
homes.

The hidden motive is the belief that smok-
ing is unhealthy for the smoker and highly ad-
dictive to casual users (including children).
Thus, we as a society have a responsibility to
protect our citizens from the influence of
tobacco. The same rationale is used successful-
ly to ban other drugs, such as marijuana and
cocaine.

Personally, I have a third motive for oppos-
ing smoking: aesthetics. Smokers have terri-
ble breath, their mouths taste funny, and they
have a tendency to litter. Almost anywhere you

YOU ARE
INVITED

TO A PERSONAL DEMONSTRATION OF AN

USER FRIENDLY

COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
& DRAFTING

) STUDIO SYSTEM
LEAVE MESSAGE AT - 580-3804
T — XX

resulting today in 350,000 deaths a year.

continued from page three

travel in the United States today, you can find

_cigarette butts strewn about on the pavement

or ground out on floors in office buildings.

Although Reynolds’ new cigarette may pro-

duce less smoke, it seems unlikely that it will
be completely free of the noxious and cancer-
causing fumes of today’s cigarettes. Other-
wise, why would smokers bother with it?
Although the problem of passive smoking may

be reduced by the new cigarette, it is by no

mean eliminated.

And as an answer to the health hazards caus-
ed by smokers, RIR’s smokeless smokes are
likely to exacerbate the public’s fear of smok-
ing, not ease it. The problem is the proposed
“‘flavor capsule’’: nobody outside RIR knows
what’s in it, and RJR isn’t talking.- And it
doesn’t have to. Tobacco is specifically ex-
empted from control by the Food and Drug
Administration and from the Consumer Pro-
duct Safety Agency.

So RIR could put a deadly poison inside the
flavor capsule, tell people that the poison :
enhances taste, and legally sell it. Indeed, this
is exactly what the company has been doing :
with its conventional cigarettes all along, '

One of the greatest dangers of the new !
cigarette is the advertising campaign likely to
accompany its introduction. The idea of a .
‘‘cleaner’’ cigarette may attract some children
who otherwise wouldn’t have taken up smok-
ing. And it may convince some smokers who
had considered quitting to switch to the new
smokeless smokes. . .

With national cigarette consumption falling
every year since 1981, both of these trends
could help shore up profits at the world’s
largest marketer of cancer sticks. We should
recognize -R.J.Reynolds’ new cigarette for
what it is: a smoke screen.
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