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For more than twenty years Professor Donald Rosenberg has been

bringing MSU students under the spell of the immensely difficult and

immensely rewarding poetry of John Milton, the greatest English Renaissance

poet after Shakespeare.

His students tell us that Professor Rosenberg has accomplished the great

task of helping them find the life and strength of Milton's poetry by being

the "best lecturer they've ever seen." They say that he communicates "a

passionate enthusiasm for Milton's texts, making [the texts] seem incredibly

immediate." They note that Professor Rosenberg's lectures are "beautifully

crafted, packed with information, but above ail exciting and thought

provoking."

Professor Rosenberg's students emphasize just as strongly that their

teacher has significantly helped them develop their own abilities to think,

speak, and write about the literature he teaches. Professor Rosenberg is

very good, they say, at creating a "real interchange" among the students in

the class and that he does so by both "challenging" and "respecting" students'

ideas. They stress that Professor Rosenberg gives them just the right

amount and kind of personal attention. One student, for instance, says that

he always has the feeling that every paper he writes for Professor Rosenberg

he is writing with Professor Rosenberg. Another student notes the hard

work Professor Rosenberg gives to his students' writing by observing that "if



one walked the length of the second floor of Morrill Hall between nine and

three and peeked into open offices, the most likely sight was Professor

Rosenberg, puffing his pipe and slowly and meticulously working through a

stack of papers."

Professor Rosenbergs students also speak of the gentle but deep

dedication he brings to his teaching, noting his "patience and the constancy

of his good humor" as well as his "quiet integrity" and his commitment "to

the real life of the university."

All of his students agree that Professor Rosenberg is someone who

possesses in abundance the intelligence, dedication, and sensitivity they look

for in a teacher and that he matches these virtues with a seriousness,

thoughtfulness, and kindness that has helped them understand the value of

their work as students of literature.



30 April 1992

To the Selection Committee:

One of the pleasures of returning to Michigan State was to
join as a colleague someone whom I had respected greatly as a
teacher. Sitting in Don Rosenberg's classes in the early
eighties was one of the highlights of my undergraduate career.
As I begin my own career as a university professor, I often find
myself thinking back to what happened in his classrooms as a
standard and pattern for my own teaching.

Perhaps the best indication of my admiration for Dr.
Rosenberg is the fact that I enrolled in three of his courses (he
was the only MSU professor with whom I took more than one
course), and always felt that I had more to learn from him. As a
freshman, I first watched him lead a large Milton course. Dr.
Rosenberg communicated a passionate enthusiasm for Milton's
texts, making them seem incredibly immediate, and at the same
time teaching us through that sense of immediacy to respect their
historical difference. That is a trick managed only in the best
scholarly criticism in our field. Both in that course, and later
in a graduate seminar on Spenser and Sydney, Dr. Rosenberg taught
me more about reading historically than I later learned in my
graduate career at Oxford University.

But the course that I would describe as truly formative in
my training—both as a scholar and as a teacher—was an honors
seminar in the epic. I occasionally hear from other students
from that seminar; even those who have not gone on to scholarly
careers still speak of the course as a major influence on the way
that they think about reading. The dynamics of the course seem
to me in retrospect a model of the undergraduate classroom. Dr.
Rosenberg was both challenging and respectful of students7

opinions; students enthusiastically initiated much of the
discussion, encouraged by their professors' perceptive comments
about the material. And just when you felt that you had mastered
a text, Dr. Rosenberg threw out an unexpected interpretation
which made you reexamine your assumptions. That kind of real
interchange is rare in the classroom, and it has affected my own
view of what education can be.

As I see him as a colleague, one of the things I most admire
about Dr. Rosenberg is his quiet integrity, his refusal to be
involved in personal self-promotion. That is one of the reasons
I am so pleased to help in nominating him for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award. Those who are committed to the real life of the
university often get overlooked in favor of those who have
"flashier" careers. Dr. Rosenberg is one of the people who makes



Michigan State an institution recognized by students for its
quality instruction. While at Oxford, I was always grateful for
the training that prepared me for a challenging graduate program.
A large part of that gratitude is directed toward Dr. Rosenberg.
I hope that your committee will help to give him that wider
recognition he so greatly deserves.

Judith Stoddart
Assistant Professor of English
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30 April 1992

To: Selection Committee for the Paul Varg Alumni Award

Everyone remembers their great teachers, especially those who
become teachers. After graduating from high school, I spent thirteen
years as a university student. The first five were for a B.S. and B.A.,
the next three were for law school, and after practicing law for five
years, I returned to graduate school at Michigan State for an M.A.
and Ph.D, in English, I have had a lot of teachers, and out of ail the
teachers I have had since I started school, I consider nine of them to
be great. Donald Rosenberg is one of them.

I first met Donald Rosenberg when I returned to school for my M.A.
in 1982. I took his class, Glorianna and the Courtier, and despite my
prejudices, found myself getting pulled into the English Renaissance,
It was a marvelous course, that not only introduced me to several
important texts, but to the romance of the Renaissance- No one did
more than Donald Rosenberg to help me develop a "historic
imagination." He helped us not only to enter a text, but a time and
place, and an alien viewpoint. After this course, I took his two
Milton classes, 17th Century Prose, which was one of the best courses
I have ever had, and a course on Herbert and Bunyan. I also sat in
one his Spenser courses. They were all wonderful. Under his
influence and that of Philip McGuire, I decided to abandon the idea of
doing an American Lit. dissertation and went with the Renaissance.

Without getting into a Petrarchan catalog of virtues, I'd like to talk
specifically about what makes Donald Rosenberg a spectacular
teacher. First, he was the best lecturer I've ever seen. In his
undergraduate Milton and Spenser courses, he lectured about 90% of
the time. These lectures were beautifully crafted, packed with
information, but above all, exciting and thought provoking. A
straight lecture is one of teaching's most difficult challenges. I don't
do it often. They take a tremendous amount of preparation time, and
it is hard to perform consistently well. Professor Rosenberg lectured
brilliantly class after class, yet we never had the sense the
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communication was one way. He was able to excite so much thought
so quickly that just keeping up was a very active form of
participation; yet, the lecturers were very clear. I had the sense that
what I was learning was of tremendous moral importance for the
twentieth century; the foundation of Don's teaching was humanism,
and it is the critical stance which still carries the most weight with
me.

When Professor Rosenberg taught a graduate seminar, his approach
was completely different, and he was an equal master of the
student-centered, discussion-based classroom. Here, through class
discussion, he really trained us to read texts. My fellow graduate
students and I were always impressed by the work that he put into
grading our papers. His comments were not only copious but directly
on point. I think I can speak for many people when I say that no
one helped my writing more, with written comments, than Donald
Rosenberg. He was indefatigable at this. If one walked the length of
the third floor of Morrili Hall between nine and three and peeked
into open offices, the most likely sight was Don Rosenberg, puffing
his pipe, slowly and meticulously working through a stack of papers.

The last thing I would like to mention is Professor Rosenberg's
civility. I, and everyone else who took his graduate courses, got
tremendous support and encouragement from him. He gave students
I knew second and even third chances to get things right. This cost
him extra work, and he was generous with his time. His office
conferences were formal, but very congenial. On special occasions, he
brought cheese and fruit and even a little wine and opera to class.
He gave me a vision, not only of the Renaissance, but of what life as a
teacher of Renaissance literature ought to be. I am happy to be able
to say thank you. I try to incorporate Donald Rosenberg's ideals and
dedication into what I do.

Sincerely,

Craig Bernthal
Chair, Department of English
California State University, Fresno



914 Lilac Ave. 7
East Lansing, Michigan 48823
28 April 1992

Selection Committee
Paul Varg Alumni Awards
College of Arts and Letters
Linton Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Dear Members of the Committee:

I'm pleased — delighted, more exactly — to be asked to
write a letter nominating Donald Rosenberg for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award. I've had Dr. Rosenberg for four classes at MSU, at
the master's, doctoral, and undergradute level (which I took for
gradute credit); in addition, Dr. Rosenberg is directing my
dissertation. My pleasure stems from knowing this letter will
honor, at some level, a most deserving yet most self-effacing
scholar and teacher. In a profession where self-aggrandizement
can be the norm, Dr. Rosenberg stands as an example of how the
profession ought to be run — on dedication, sincerity, a clear
love of the work (he even made me passionate about John Milton),
and a very refreshing humility.

Having had Dr. Rosenberg at every program level, I should
start with how impressed I am with his teaching ability and
techniques. First, his course design: the syllabus lays out the
entire term, at a reasonable pace and amount of work, and is
progressively designed; that is, the course material is organized
so that present material builds on the previous. In the case of
my seventeenth century poetry seminar on Herbert and Bunyan, the
final weeks of the class were extremely fruitful because Dr.
Rosenberg planned discussion of how Bunyan continued (and
rejected) an English religious tradition carreid on by Herbert.
This is not an isolated example. Every class I've had with Dr.
Rosenberg has had this careful integration and design, not only
in what is taught, but how, when, and why.

I cannot say (to his credit, I think) a great deal about Dr.
Rosenberg's skills as a lecturer. His classes aren't so much
lecture-driven as they are discussion-driven. One of the things
I've enjoyed most about his classes is his use of seminar papers,
that is, having his students make short presentations on various



topics throughout the entire term, from which the class
discussion springs. Thus he turns a great deal of the class over
to students, allowing us_ considerable control over the course
material, course material coming out of our own work rather than
from his lecturing. A seminar with Dr. Rosenberg is truly a
seminar — probing discussion of issues, generated by students as
much as by him.

(The exception to the discussion model are his undergradaute
courses, in which Dr. Rosenberg rightly lectures, clearly laying
out contexts for students who, in unfamiliar territory, need
them. Even so, the course I took for graduate credit was
remarkable in that discussion was still a major component of the
hour.)

I've also been impressed with Dr. Rosenberg's ability to
create a true atmosphere of intellectual inquiry. I realize that
sounds rather lofty and overly "academic"; perhaps an example
will make the point clearer. Dr. Rosenberg set up his doctoral
level seminar on Spenser's The Faerie Queene with one specific
goal in mind: to look at this bewildering, marvelous work from as
many critical stances as possible. Thus, we grad students
presented short seminar essays on various passages and themes of
the work: new historicist approaches rubbed elbows with feminist
theory critiques, structuralist examinations jostled up against
Freudian character studies (or, what one colleague referred to as
her "psycho-sexual-literary-let's-blast-Spenser paper.") I myself
ran the gamut — one very traditional sources and analogues
study, one using Marxist critical theory, another from a "reader-
response" point of view. We learned as much, perhaps, about the
ways to talk about literature as we did about Spenser, and Dr.
Rosenberg encouraged, really facilitated, this kind of dialogue.

This is an even more impressive feat when considering how we
tossed out and argued theories and theses that he, or we, didn't
agree with or even know fully. (It is fashionable, perhaps, to
assume that we in literature should be comfortable and accepting
of all theories. Nonsense. To Dr. Rosenberg's credit, he is as
biased in his approaches as — well, as 1_ am; his historical and
cultural approaches are scholastically impeccable, unfashionable
as they may be, being "traditional"; and he clearly sees its
value, its real need, particularly for the teaching of
undergraduates.) But though he stands firm with approaches that
work well for him, he is open to and accepting of the validity of
alternative approaches and encourages our own work in them. Never
did we feel we couldn't say something, thanks to the dynamics he
set up. We all felt comfortable about arguing, really arguing
about the ways of reading, politely and fairly — but very
freely.

To further that issue, I think it's most important to praise
Dr. Rosenberg for his ability to know how much help to give, and



to know when to get out of the way. This is a rather touchy1

business, knowing how much direction is the right amount.- Some
professors, for example, set their students up to write the
papers that they, the professors, want to read, and nothing else
will do. Still others are too casual in their demeanor, urging
the student to "just go to the library and see what's out there
on the subject." Dr. Rosenberg, thankfully, knows precisely how
to strike the balance. On the one hand, when I needed help on my
dissertation proposal, trying, to think of ways to pull together
poets from three vastly different periods. Dr. Rosenberg has
directed me to the books that have proven invaluable, and then
maked himself available to discuss my ideas, regardless of how
half-formed they were. On the other hand, in his Milton course, I
wrote an essay about the connections between Baroque music and
Milton's poetry. This was, for Dr. Rosenberg, somewhat unfamiliar
territory, but when I assured him of what I wanted to do and how
I would explain the unfamiliar musical terminology, he stepped
aside and let me get at it, delighted I would go out on a limb
and teach him something (which I hope I did). This balance is
unusual, and I've seen it over and over in his courses and
interactions with his students.

Of course, knowing where to send students requires knowing
what's out there. Dr. Rosenberg had astounded, and still astounds
me, on his knowledge of his, and other, fields, from suggesting
which specific studies — of the very many — on Herbert's poetry
might be useful for a single point in an essay I was preparing,
to suggesting I check out Hooker's Laws of Eccliastical Polity
for dealing with a rather difficult point in a chapter of my
idssertation I haven't even begun writing. (For that matter, he
gave me the specific chapter citation —'in a work that is
densely difficult — which "might be useful." Of course, it was.)

And his own scholarly work continues apace. Though he is.
somewhat reticent about raising the point in his Milton class,
his own Oaten Reeds and Trumpets is an excellent study of
Milton's connections and debts to classical literature,
particularly the pastoral, and he is, I believe, at work on
another Milton study. He, in fact, recently told me that he and
his wife have taken up Hebrew, so that they may read Scripture in
the original. "We're nearly through Genesis," he said, then
explained that he figured anyone working with biblical materials
as he did should probably have a go at Hebrew. I look forward to
see this incorporated into his teaching, as it will be.

Finally, Dr. Rosenberg is highly encouraging toward his
student's own professional development. He has suggested on my
various essays not only their strengths and weaknesses (unlike
many, he is quick to praise the strengths), but also words
criticism in terms of "Here's what you might do if you were, say,
to consider sending this out for a conference or publication."
This is a sort of code for, "You should consider sending this



out. Come into my office and we'll talk." A short seminar paper I
wrote for Dr. Rosenberg for the Spenser course got that
encouragement. It actually did turn into a more extended
conference paper, and eventually a publication. I have another
paper that may follow the same route, but at this point I haven't
a clue as to what to do with it.

Fortunately, I know who will have some ideas. And I cannot
recommend him highly enough to you.

Sincerely,

fi.
Robert Kellerman
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1 May 1992

The Paul Varg Alumni Award Committee
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan 48824

To The Paul Varg Alumni Award Committee:

I write to support the nomination of Professor Donald M. Rosenberg for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award for Teaching. I know no one on Michigan State University's faculty who
is better suited for or more deserving of this high honor than is Donald Rosenberg. Dr.
Rosenberg challenges his students to perform at their highest levels and gives of himself
in the process. He is also a fine scholar who uses his scholarship in the classroom to
stimulate the curiosity of his students.

With the publication of Oaten Reeds end Trumpets: Pastoral and Epic in Virgil,
and Milton and numerous essays on the poetry of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, Rosenberg has established himself as a giant in his field. I do not know him
as this giant~as someone to fear because of his academic stature or to revere from a
distance because of his fame. I know Professor Rosenberg as a warm and giving
teacher, as a person who cares enough about his students to stop and talk with them et
any time.

As a teacher, Rosenberg is organized, informed, and well prepared. He
participation from his graduate students and expects and gets good work from them. I
studied the poetry of John Milton (English 824), the writings of George Herbert and John
Bunyan (English 981), and the poetry for Edmund Spenser (English 985) under
Rosenberg's direction in three separate graduate seminars, These three courses gave
me intensive training in English Renaissance poetry and provided me with a strong
foundation for my own work in the area as well as in my own teaching. Rosenberg
demands careful reading of difficult poetry from his students and never allows a student
to get by with an easy answer in class discussion ox with a simplistic response in a
paper. These demands allowed me to discover my own methods of reading so that I
could understand and take meaning from the poetry rather than have a prescribed
reading forced on me. Rosenberg thus facilitated my own intellectual growth without
turning me into a pale reflection of himself. Rosenberg's method of teaching by
engaging his students in texts and ideas is subtle yet powerful. It creates students
who can think on their own.

As a hard working scholar, Rosenberg creates an excellent model for his graduate
students. He is always working on something and shows through example that
scholarship takes time and effort.

Harrisonburg, Virginia 22807
(703) 568-6202



MAY- 1-92 FRI 10 :46 JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY FAX NO, 7035686920 P, 04

Professor Donald M, Rosenberg has achieved great stature in his field through
accomplishment as a fine writer. He remains a fine teacher, advisor and mentor at the
same time. That he accomplishes all this while maintaining his kindness, good humor
and warm personality makes him a true distinguished teacher. Please award him the
Paul Varg Alumni Award for Teaching.

Sincerely,

Virginia A. Unkefer



To: Board of Directors
Arts and Letters Alumni Association

I would like to endorse D.A. Rosenberg , Department of English , as a
deserving recipient of the Paul Varg Alumni Award. I first encountered Dr.
Rosenberg as an undergraduate in his Milton seminar , one of the dreaded
requirements of the English Major. I discovered , to my delight , that not
only could reading Milton be a pleasurable experience but that a classroom
revolving around such a long since dead guy became a site for a significant
intellectual exchange between diverse peoples and diverse historical periods .
There is a slyness to Dr. Rosenberg's lecture style, a verbal wink during
which he moves his audience from a consideration of Epic Machinery to a
new perspective on their own culture. My greatest memory of this class is a
belief that I was somehow included in this conversation conducted over
centuries .

As a graduate student I discovered in Dr. Rosenberg a scholar of Seventeenth
Century Literature of the highest order. He brought to his class a sense , a
demonstration , that the questions we pursued were linked to actual work
being done in the field and that we could join this community . Every
graduate student fights a feeling of unreality concerning the possibility of
doing work that finds an audience . At the end of a seminar with Dr.
Rosenberg I not only felt confident that I had something to offer literary
studies but that literary studies had something to offer everybody . From that
point on I have been able to consider myself a working scholar and for
guiding me as he did I am grateful to him .

As impressive as he is in the classroom , what distinguishes Dr. Rosenberg
from other teachers is the quality , and amount , of personal attention he
offers students. I have had no other teacher make themselves as accessible
as he , in fact no one even comes close. As I begin my own teaching career I
now wonder at his patience and the constancy of his good humour. He helps
students deal with the baggage that prevents them from working , then he
dives into the work with glee. Every paper I have written for him has been
written with him. Whether it takes the form of a brainstorming session or a
close reading of an early draft , his involvement in student work takes away
some of the mystery of writing by concentrating on the pleasures. Dr.
Rosenberg is not just a master, he is also a colleague.

Thank You,

Anthony G. Willson
Department of English
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May 6, 1992

Selection Committee of the Paul Varg Alumni Award
Office of the Dean
College of Arts and Letters
Linton Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48823

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing in regards to one of your candidates for this year's
Paul Varg Alumni Award,^KSfiBHBflBBSflWHHH^ I believe
there could not possiblyTeanotner candidate who would be more
qualified to receive this award. I feel deep gratitude toward
Professor Rosenberg as he taught me to look deeper into not only
literature, but the world as a whole to see the beauty in the
things that the average person would overlook. I first enrolled
in one of his classes late in my junior year, and I am sorry that
I did not discover him sooner. I would have taken every class he
offered, AS it is, I was able to enroll in three of his literature
classes, and through his teaching manner and his own insight, I was
able to expand my horizons greatly.

Professor Rosenberg is very deserving of my thanks for teaching me
how to look at literature as a microcosm of all that is beautiful
in the world. Through his outlook and attitudes about the nature
of literature and the world that creates it, I was able to analyze
not only the literature, but also my own feelings about the
subjects of the prose and poetry we examined.

Also, Professor Rosenberg served an extremely influential factor
in my decision to pursue literature and writing in the future. My
experiences with Professor Rosenberg allowed me to realize my
potential and talent for writing and analysis. He deserves a lot
of credit for what he has shown his students, and he should be
proud. I personally wish I had my own award to give him as he was
that big of an influence on me. But since there is no Beth Bauer
award, I hope that your committee will decide, as I have, that
Professor Rosenberg should receive the Paul Varg award.

Truly, _ ̂

Elizabeth A. Bauer



April 30, 1992

Dear Selection Committee:

I am happy to write a letter of recommendation on behalf of
Dr. Rosenberg as he is an outstanding instructor, a gifted scholar,
and a compassionate, caring person. He knows his material well,
and his lectures are always stimulating and thought-provoking.
His students respect and enjoy his lectures, and his classes are
well-attended.

I have taken two courses with Dr. Rosenberg. In the fall, I
took his English 351 ("Introduction to British Literature"), and
winter term I took his English 366 ("The Bible as Literature"). Both
courses were pleasant and valuable learning experiences for me.
Dr. Rosenberg is one of those rare instructors who demonstrates his
thorough knowledge of the discipline, yet he also succeeds in
conveying his love of literature to his students. His enthusiasm
is inspiring and his lectures are enlightening. Dr. Rosenberg is
extremely knowledgeable in his field, yet he makes his lectures
interesting because they focus not only on particular literary
works and artists, but also encompass the full range of the cultural,
social, and religious activities of the period.

Dr. Rosenberg strives to create a learning environment that
challenges the student, and he also provides opportunities for the
industrious, attentive person to excel. Both courses I took with
him were extremely well organized, as evidenced by his course
syllabus and thoroughly prepared lectures. He clearly defined his
expectations of his students and prepared his exams accordingly.
Dr. Rosenberg's conscientiousness in organizing the class and
presenting the material helped to establish an environment of
academic trust.

In addition, I particularly appreciated Dr. Rosenberg's caring
attitude toward his students. He always had time for us after class
or during his office hours. Besides being a competent and gifted
professor and scholar, he is a warm, compassionate person who
respects and understands the problems students face. During fall
term, my ninety-one year old grandmother died, and I had to miss
several days of class while attending her funeral in LaSalle,
Illinois. Dr. Rosenberg demonstrated sincere kindness and empathy,
and assured me that he would be happy to help me review the notes
I had missed. That is the kind of caring person he is. Because of
his support I was able to attend the funeral, and I cannot express
how grateful I am to him. His humanity toward his students earns
him an A+.

I respect Professor Rosenberg for his academic excellence and
humanity toward others. I will always remember him as one of MSU's
finest teachers and kindest persons. Geoffrey Chaucer's description
of the Clerk in the Prologue of his Canterbury Tales aptly describes
Professor Rosenberg: "Gladly would he learn, and gladly teach."

Sincerely

Maria Haley



1400 Pershing Drive
Lansing, MI 48910

April 27,1992

Selection Committee
Paul Varg Alumni Award Nominations
Arts & Letters Alumni Association
College of Arts & Letters
Office of the Dean
200 Linton Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1044

Dear Members of the Selection Committee,

As a graduate of Michigan State University and former student of Professor Donald
Rosenberg, I'm writing to heartily endorse his nomination for the Paul Varg Alumni
Award.

Having taken a wide variety of classes, (I have a B.A. in Journalism, a B.S. in
Engineering Arts, and by summer's end will have a B.A. in English), I feel I have
learned from an unusually broad spectrum of professors. However, amid all these
scholars, many of whom were excellent and enjoyable instructors, Professor Rosenberg
stands out in my mind as an exemplar of clarity and eloquence.

It is no coincidence that I've taken four of his classes, more than any other professor's.
I've done this for a variety of reasons.

For one, Professor Rosenberg employs a unique teaching method that is very satisfying:
at the beginning of each class, he outlines the day's lecture on the chalkboard. This
sounds simple, but it has multiple benefits. It focuses the students' attention on the
topics and inspires appreciation for the session; proof that the professor has carefully
prepared himself to teach engenders a preparedness to learn on the class's part. In
addition, it immediately gives the students the "big picture," i.e. the literary issues
involved and their relation to each other. It presents an orderly view of the topic, which
guides class discussion into relevant waters but also allows the stream of thought to
branch out without getting lost. And, in the rare instance when the lecture is not
completed, at least the class knows what it is missing! Last but not least, the outline
helps students take orderly and complete notes.

Regarding his lecture content, I have always found it thoughtful and enlightening.
Opinions vary on how literature should be approached, but in my experience, his
classes receive a balanced account of the literary interpretations available. In addition,
Professor Rosenberg has a way of introducing potentially uncomfortable topics, such as



sexuality, in a manner that is frank but not embarrassing, which is a great boon to class
discussion. It occurs to me now also that it was particularly in his classes that I became
acquainted with the vocabulary of English literature: "tenor," "vehicle," "conceit," etc. for
a poetic example.

As many good literature professors do, Professor Rosenberg often recites literature in
class, which is often helpful for an understanding of it. I remember when I was having a
particularly hard time with the vernacular of Ben Jonson's Bartholomew Fair. By the
end of his first lecture on the play, Professor Rosenberg had solved this problem for me
and I read the rest of the play quite painlessly. There's also a factor of enjoyment in
hearing an accomplished lecturer and/or reader. Professor Rosenberg's delivery is
always articulate and polished.

Another characteristic of Professor Rosenberg's that I appreciate is his classroom
presence and regard for his students. He is not chummy with his students - his
classroom has a certain air of decorum — but he makes eye contact while lecturing, calls
students by name during class discussion, and is unfailingly courteous.

One last thing I would like to praise is Professor Rosenberg's grading system. In his
400-level courses, of which I took three, he had the students write several lengthy
literary analyses. He always specified clearly what each paper should do, and after
grading it, provided a list of its strengths and weaknesses as well as his comments. This
opportunity to write, write, write and be edited honed my writing skills immeasurably,
and I am grateful to Professor Rosenberg for his influence.

I was delighted to hear that Professor Rosenberg had been, nominated for this award,
and was also delighted for this opportunity to witness his worth. I can think of no
professor more deserving.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

Becky Falmer-Scott
SN 850387



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

201 Morrffl BO, East L**sng, MI 48824-1036 (517) 355-7570
May 4,1992

TO: Ms. Barbara Harrison-King

FROM: Jay Ludwig, Associate Chair

SUBJECT: Varg Award Materials for Professor Donald Rosenberg

Enclosed please find the materials the Department of English has
collected in support of Professor Donald Rosenbergs nomination for this
years Paul Varg Alumni Award.

Included in the materials are letters from the following students:

Professor Craig Bernthal
Ms. Maria Haley
Mr. Robert Keller man
Ms. Becky Palmer-Scott
Professor Judith Stoddart
Professor Virginia Unkefer
Mr. Andrew Willson

In addition, you will find Professor Rosenberg's curriculum vitae and sets
of Student Instructional Rating System Forms from the following courses:

ENG 412, Milton, Fall 1990
ENG 366, Literary Interpretation of the Bible, Winter 1992
ENG 824, Seventeenth Century Literature, Fall 1990
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5245 North Backer Avenue
Fresno, California 93740-0098
(209) 278-2553

30 April 1992

To: Selection Committee for the Paul Varg Alumni Award

Everyone remembers their great teachers, especially those who
become teachers. After graduating from high school, I spent thirteen
years as a university student. The first five were for a B.S. and B.A.,
the next three were for law school, and after practicing law for five
years, I returned to graduate school at Michigan State for an M.A.
and Ph.D, in English, I have had a lot of teachers, and out of all the
teachers I have had since I started school, I consider nine of them to
be great. Donald Rosenberg is one of them.

I first met Donald Rosenberg when I returned to school for my M.A.
in 1982. I took his class, Glorianna and the Courtier, and despite my
prejudices, found myself getting pulled into the English Renaissance,
It was a marvelous course, that not only introduced me to several
important texts, but to the romance of the Renaissance. No one did
more than Donald Rosenberg to help me develop a "historic
imagination." He helped us not only to enter a text, but a time and
place, and an alien viewpoint. After this course, I took his two
Milton classes, 17th Century Prose, which was one of the best courses
I have ever had, and a course on Herbert and Bunyan, I also sat in
one his Spenser courses. They were all wonderful. Under his
influence and that of Philip McGuire, I decided to abandon the idea of
doing an American Lit. dissertation and went with the Renaissance.

Without getting into a Petrarchan catalog of virtues, I'd like to talk
specifically about what makes Donald Rosenberg a spectacular
teacher. First, he was the best lecturer I've ever seen. In his
undergraduate Milton and Spenser courses, he lectured about 90% of
the time. These lectures were beautifully crafted, packed with
information, but above all, exciting and thought provoking. A
straight lecture is one of teaching's most difficult challenges. I don't
do it often. They take a tremendous amount of preparation time, and
it is hard to perform consistently well. Professor Rosenberg lectured
brilliantly class after class, yet we never had the sense the
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communication was one way. He was able to excite so much thought
so quickly that just keeping up was a very active form of
participation; yet, the lecturers were very clear. I had the sense that
what I was learning was of tremendous moral importance for the
twentieth century; the foundation of Don's teaching was humanism,
and it is the critical stance which still carries the most weight with
me.

When Professor Rosenberg taught a graduate seminar, his approach
was completely different, and he was an equal master of the
student-centered, discussion-based classroom. Here, through class
discussion, he really trained us to read texts. My fellow graduate
students and I were always impressed by the work that he put into
grading our papers. His comments were not only copious but directly
on point. I think I can speak for many people when I say that no
one helped my writing more, with written comments, than Donald
Rosenberg. He was Indefatigable at this. If one walked the length of
the third floor of Morrill Hall between nine and three and peeked
into open offices, the most likely sight was Don Rosenberg, puffing
his pipe, slowly and meticulously working through a stack of papers.

The last thing I would like to mention is Professor Rosenberg's
civility. I, and everyone else who took his graduate courses, got
tremendous support and encouragement from him. He gave students
I knew second and even third chances to get things right. This cost
him extra work, and he was generous with his time. His office
conferences were formal, but very congenial. On special occasions, he
brought cheese and fruit and even a little wine and opera to class.
He gave me a vision, not only of the Renaissance, but of what life as a
teacher of Renaissance literature ought to be. I am happy to be able
to say thank you. I try to incorporate Donald Rosenberg's ideals and
dedication into what I do.

Sincerely,

Craig Bernthal
Chair, Department of English
California State University, Fresno



914 Lilac Ave. 7
East Lansing, Michigan 48823
28 April 1992

Selection Committee
Paul Varg Alumni Awards
College of Arts and Letters
Linton Hall
Michigan State University-
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Dear Members of the Committee:

I'm pleased — delighted, more exactly — to be asked to
write a letter nominating Donald Rosenberg for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award. I've had Dr. Rosenberg for four classes at MSU, at
the master's, doctoral, and undergradute level (which I took for
gradute credit);.in addition, Dr. Rosenberg is directing my
dissertation. My pleasure stems from knowing this letter will
honor, at some level, a most deserving yet most self-effacing
scholar and teacher. In a profession where self-aggrandizement
can be the norm, Dr. Rosenberg stands as an example of how the
profession ought to be run — on dedication, sincerity, a clear
love of the work (he even made me passionate about John Milton),
and a very refreshing humility.

Having had Dr. Rosenberg at every program level, I should
start with how impressed I am with his teaching ability and
techniques. First, his course design: the syllabus lays out the
entire term, at a reasonable pace and amount of work,-and is
progressively designed; that is, the course material is organized
so that present material builds on the previous. In the case of
my seventeenth century poetry seminar on Herbert and Bunyan, the
final weeks of the class were extremely fruitful because Dr.
Rosenberg planned discussion of how Bunyan continued (and
rejected) an English religious tradition carreid on by Herbert.
This is not an isolated example. Every class I've had with Dr.
Rosenberg has had this careful integration and design, not only
in what is taught, but how, when, and why.

I cannot say (to his credit, I think) a great deal about Dr.
Rosenberg's skills as a lecturer. His classes aren't so much
lecture-driven as they are discussion-driven. One of the things
I've enjoyed most about his classes is his use of seminar papers,
that is, having his students make short presentations on various



topics throughout the entire term, from which the class
discussion springs. Thus he turns a great deal of the class over
to students, allowing us considerable control over the course
material, course material coming out of our own work rather than
from his lecturing. A seminar with Dr. Rosenberg is truly a
seminar — probing discussion of issues, generated by students as
much as by him.

(The exception to the discussion model are his undergradaute
courses, in which Dr. Rosenberg rightly lectures, clearly laying
out contexts for students who, in unfamiliar territory, need
them. Even so, the course I took for graduate credit was
remarkable in that discussion was still a major component of the
hour.)

I've also been impressed with Dr. Rosenberg's ability to
create a true atmosphere of intellectual inquiry. I realize that
sounds rather lofty and overly "academic"; perhaps an example
will make the point clearer. Dr. Rosenberg set up his doctoral
level seminar on Spenser's The Faerie Queene with one specific
goal in mind: to look at this bewildering, marvelous work from as
many critical stances as possible. Thus, we grad students
presented short seminar essays on various passages and themes of
the work: new historicist approaches rubbed elbows with feminist
theory critiques, structuralist examinations jostled up against
Freudian character studies (or, what one colleague referred to as
her "psycho-sexual-literary-let's-blast-Spenser paper.") I myself
ran the gamut — one very traditional sources and analogues
study, one using Marxist critical theory, another from a "reader-
response" point of view. We learned as much, perhaps, about the
ways to talk about literature as we did about Spenser, and Dr.
Rosenberg encouraged, really facilitated, this kind of dialogue.

This is an even more impressive feat when considering how we
tossed out and argued theories and theses that he, or we, didn't
agree with or even know fully. (It is fashionable, perhaps, to
assume that we in literature should be comfortable and accepting
of all theories. Nonsense. To Dr. Rosenberg's credit, he is as
biased in his approaches as — well, as £ am' his historical and
cultural approaches are scholastically impeccable, unfashionable
as they may be, being "traditional"; and he clearly sees its
value, its real need, particularly for the teaching of
undergraduates.) But though he stands firm with approaches that
work well for him, he is open to and accepting of the validity of
alternative approaches and encourages our own work in them. Never
did we feel we couldn't say something, thanks to the dynamics he
set up. We all felt comfortable about arguing, really arguing
about the ways of reading, politely and fairly — but very
freely.

To further that issue, I think it's most important to praise
Dr. Rosenberg for his ability to know how much help to give, and



to know when to get out of the way. This is a rather touchy
business, knowing how much direction is the right amount. Some
professors, for example, set their students up to write the
papers that they, the professors, want to read, and nothing else
will do. Still others are too casual in their demeanor, urging
the student to "just go to the library and see what's out there
on the subject." Dr. Rosenberg, thankfully, knows precisely how
to strike the balance. On the one hand, when I needed help on my
dissertation proposal, trying to think of ways to pull together
poets from three vastly different periods, Dr. Rosenberg has
directed me to the books that have proven invaluable, and then
maked himself available to discuss my ideas, regardless of how
half-formed they were. On the other hand, in his Milton course, I
wrote an essay about the connections between Baroque music and
Milton's poetry. This was, for Dr. Rosenberg, somewhat unfamiliar
territory, but when I assured him of what I wanted to do and how
I would explain the unfamiliar musical terminology, he stepped
aside and let me get at it, delighted I would go out on a limb
and teach him something (which I hope I did). This balance is
unusual, and I've seen it over and over in his courses and
interactions with his students.

Of course, knowing where to send students requires knowing
what's out there. Dr. Rosenberg had astounded, and still astounds
me, on his knowledge of his, and other, fields, from suggesting
which specific studies — of the very many — on Herbert's poetry
might be useful for a single point in an essay I was preparing,
to suggesting I check out Hooker's Laws of Eccliastical Polity
for dealing with a rather difficult point in a chapter of my
idssertation I haven't even begun writing. (For that matter, he
gave me the specific chapter citation — in a work that is
densely difficult — which "might be useful." Of course, it was.)

And his own scholarly work continues apace. Though he is
somewhat reticent about raising the point in his Milton class,
his own Oaten Reeds and Trumpets is an excellent study of
Milton's connections and debts to classical literature,
particularly the pastoral, and he is, I believe, at work on
another Milton study. He, in fact, recently told me that he and
his wife have taken up Hebrew, so that they may read Scripture in
the original. "We're nearly through Genesis," he said, then
explained that he figured anyone working with biblical materials
as he did should probably have a go at Hebrew. I look forward to
see this incorporated into his teaching, as it will be.

Finally, Dr. Rosenberg is highly encouraging toward his
student's own professional development. He has suggested on my
various essays not only their strengths and weaknesses (unlike
many, he is quick to praise the strengths), but also words
criticism in terms of "Here's what you might do if you were, say,
to consider sending this out for a conference or publication."
This is a sort of code for, "You should consider sending this



out. Come into my office and we'll talk." A short seminar paper I
wrote for Dr. Rosenberg for the Spenser course got that
encouragement. It actually did turn into a more extended
conference paper, and eventually a publication. I have another
paper that may follow the same route, but at this point I haven't
a clue as to what to do with it.

Fortunately, I know who will have some ideas. And I cannot
recommend him highly enough to you.

Sincerely,

Robert Kellerman



30 April 1992

To the Selection Committee:

One of the pleasures of returning to Michigan State was to
join as a colleague someone whom I had respected greatly as a
teacher. Sitting in Don Rosenberg's classes in the early
eighties was one of the highlights of my undergraduate career.
As I begin my own career as a university professor, I often find
myself thinking back to what happened in his classrooms as a
standard and pattern for my own teaching.

Perhaps the best indication of my admiration for Dr.
Rosenberg is the fact that I enrolled in three of his courses (he
was the only MSU professor with whom I took more than one
course), and always felt that I had more to learn from him. As a
freshman, I first watched him lead a large Milton course. Dr.
Rosenberg communicated a passionate enthusiasm for Milton's
texts, making them seem incredibly immediate, and at the same
time teaching us through that sense of immediacy to respect their
historical difference. That is a trick managed only in the best
scholarly criticism in our field. Both in that course, and later
in a graduate seminar on Spenser and Sydney, Dr. Rosenberg taught
me more about reading historically than I later learned in my
graduate career at Oxford University.

But the course that I would describe as truly formative in
my training—both as a scholar and as a teacher—was an honors
seminar in the epic. I occasionally hear from other students
from that seminar; even those who have not gone on to scholarly
careers still speak of the course as a major influence on the way
that they think about reading. The dynamics of the course seem
to me in retrospect a model of the undergraduate classroom. Dr.
Rosenberg was both challenging and respectful of students'
opinions; students enthusiastically initiated much of the
discussion, encouraged by their professors' perceptive comments
about the material. And just when you felt that you had mastered
a text, Dr. Rosenberg threw out an unexpected interpretation
which made you reexamine your assumptions. That kind of real
interchange is rare in the classroom, and it has affected my own
view of what education can be.

As I see him as a colleague, one of the things I most admire
about Dr. Rosenberg is his quiet integrity, his refusal to be
involved in personal self-promotion. That is one of the reasons
I am so pleased to help in nominating him for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award. Those who are committed to the real life of the
university often get overlooked in favor of those who have
"flashier11 careers. Dr. Rosenberg is one of the people who makes



Michigan State an institution recognized by students for its
quality instruction. While at Oxford, I was always grateful for
the training that prepared me for a challenging graduate program.
A large part of that gratitude is directed toward Dr. Rosenberg.
I hope that your committee will help to give him that wider
recognition he so greatly deserves.

7 - r ,
Judith Stoddart
Assistant Professor of English
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JIHU
James Madison University
Department of English

1 May 1992

The Paul Varg Alumni Award Committee
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan 48824

To The Paul Varg Alumni Award Committee:

I write to support the nomination of Professor Donald M. Rosenberg for the Paul Varg
Alumni Award for Teaching. I know no one on Michigan State University's faculty who
is better suited for or more deserving of this high honor than is Donald Rosenberg. Dr.
Rosenberg challenges his students to perform at their highest levels and gives of himself
in the process. He is also a fiixe scholar who uses his scholarship in the classroom to
stimulate the curiosity of his students,

With the publication of Oaten Feeds and Trumpets: Pastoral md Epic in Virgil,
and Milton and numerous essays on the poetry of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, Rosenberg has established himself as a giant in his field. I do not know him
as this giant-as someone to fear because of his academic stature or to revere from a
distance because of his fame. I know Professor Rosenberg as a warm and giving
teacher, as a person who cares enough about his students to stop and talk with them et
any time.

As a teacher, Rosenberg is organized, informed, and well prepared. He
participation from his graduate students and expects and gets good work from them. I
studied the poetry of John Milton (English 824), the writings of George Herbert and John
Bunyan (English 981), and the poetry for Edmund Spenser (English 985) under
Rosenberg's direction in three separate graduate seminars. These three courses gave
me intensive training in English Renaissance poetry and provided me with a strong
foundation for my own work in the area as well as in my own teaching. Rosenberg
demands careful reading of difficult poetry from his students and never allows a student
to get by with an easy answer in class discussion or with a simplistic response in a
paper These demands allowed me to discover my own methods of reading so that I
could understand and take meaning from the poetry rather than have a prescribed
reading forced on me. Rosenberg thus facilitated my own intellectual growth without
turning me into a pale reflection of himself. Rosenberg's method of teaching by
engaging his students in texts and ideas is subtle yet powerful. It creates students
who can think on their own.

As a hard working scholar, Rosenberg creates an excellent model for his graduate
students. He is always working on something and shows through example that
scholarship takes time and effort.

Harrisonburg, Virginia 22807
(703) 568-6202
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Professor Donald M, Rosenberg has achieved great stature in his field through
accomplishment as a fine writer. He remains a fine teacher, advisor and mentor at the
same time. That he accomplishes all this while maintaining his kindness, good humor
and warm personality makes him a true distinguished teacher. Please award him the
Paul Varg Alumni Award for Teaching.

Sincerely,

V(AMMA.0U>

Virginia A. Unkef



To: Board of Directors
Arts and Letters Alumni Association

I would like to endorse D.A. Rosenberg , Department of English , as a
deserving recipient of the Paul Varg Alumni Award. I first encountered Dr.
Rosenberg as an undergraduate in his Milton seminar , one of the dreaded
requirements of the English Major. I discovered , to my delight , that not
only could reading Milton be a pleasurable experience but that a classroom
revolving around such a long since dead guy became a site for a significant
intellectual exchange between diverse peoples and diverse historical periods .
There is a slyness to Dr. Rosenberg's lecture style, a verbal wink during
which he moves his audience from a consideration of Epic Machinery to a
new perspective on their own culture. My greatest memory of this class is a
belief that I was somehow included in this conversation conducted over
centuries .

As a graduate student I discovered in Dr. Rosenberg a scholar of Seventeenth
Century Literature of the highest order. He brought to his class a sense , a
demonstration , that the questions we pursued were linked to actual work
being done in the field and that we could join this community . Every
graduate student fights a feeling of unreality concerning the possibility of
doing work that finds an audience . At the end of a seminar with Dr.
Rosenberg I not only felt confident that I had something to offer literary
studies but that literary studies had something to offer everybody . From that
point on I have been able to consider myself a working scholar and for
guiding me as he did I am grateful to him .

As impressive as he is in the classroom , what distinguishes Dr. Rosenberg
from other teachers is the quality , and amount , of personal attention he
offers students. I have had no other teacher make themselves as accessible
as he , in fact no one even comes close. As I begin my own teaching career I
now wonder at his patience and the constancy of his good humour. He helps
students deal with the baggage that prevents them from working , then he
dives into the work with glee. Every paper I have written for him has been
written with him. Whether it takes the form of a brainstorming session or a
close reading of an early draft , his involvement in student work takes away
some of the mystery of writing by concentrating on the pleasures. Dr.
Rosenberg is not just a master, he is also a colleague.

Thank You,

Anthony G. Willson
Department of English
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May 6, 1992

Selection Committee of the Paul Varg Alumni Award
Office of the Dean
College of Arts and Letters
Linton Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Ml 48823

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing in regards to one of your candidates for this year's
Paul Varg Alumni Award,^Bg§^gH0B9|BBBHHHH^ I believe
there could not possibly beanotner candidate who would be more
qualified to receive this award. I feel deep gratitude toward
Professor Rosenberg as he taught me to look deeper into not only
literature, but the world as a whole to see the beauty in the
things that the average person would overlook. I first enrolled
in one of his classes late in my junior year, and I am sorry that
I did not discover him sooner. I would have taken every class he
offered. As it is, I was able to enroll in three of his literature
classes, and through his teaching manner and his own insight, I was
able to expand my horizons greatly.

Professor Rosenberg is very deserving of my thanks for teaching me
how to look at literature as a microcosm of all that is beautiful
in the world. Through his outlook and attitudes about the nature
of literature and the world that creates it*, I was able to analyze
not only the literature, but also my own feelings about the
subjects of the prose and poetry we examined.

Also, Professor Rosenberg served an extremely influential factor
in my decision to pursue literature and writing in the future. My
experiences with Professor Rosenberg allowed me to realize my
potential and talent for writing and analysis. He deserves a lot
of credit for what he has shown his students, and he should be
proud. I personally wish I had my own award to give him as he was
that big of an influence on me. But since there is no Beth Bauer
award, I hope that your committee will decide, as I have, that
Professor Rosenberg should receive the Paul Varg award.

Truly,

J
Elizabeth A. Bauer



April 30, 1992

Dear Selection Committee:

I am happy to write a letter of recommendation on behalf of
Dr. Rosenberg as he is an outstanding instructor, a gifted scholar,
and a compassionate, caring person. He knows his material well,
and his lectures are always stimulating and thought-provoking.
His students respect and enjoy his lectures, and his classes are
well-attended.

I have taken two courses with Dr. Rosenberg. In the fall, I
took his English 351 ("Introduction to British Literature"), and
winter term I took his English 366 ("The Bible as Literature"). Both
courses were pleasant and valuable learning experiences for me.
Dr. Rosenberg is one of those rare instructors who demonstrates his
thorough knowledge of the discipline, yet he also succeeds in
conveying his love of literature to his students. His enthusiasm
is inspiring and his lectures are enlightening. Dr. Rosenberg is
extremely knowledgeable in his field, yet he makes his lectures
interesting because they focus not only on particular literary
works and artists, but also encompass the full range of the cultural,
social, and religious activities of the period.

Dr. Rosenberg strives to create a learning environment that
challenges the student, and he also provides opportunities for the
industrious, attentive person to excel. Both courses I took with
him were extremely well organized, as evidenced by his course
syllabus and thoroughly prepared lectures. He clearly defined his
expectations of his students and prepared his exams accordingly.
Dr. Rosenberg's conscientiousness in organizing the class and
presenting the material helped to establish an environment of
academic trust.

In addition, I particularly appreciated Dr. Rosenberg's caring
attitude toward his students. He always had time for us after class
or during his office hours. Besides being a competent and gifted
professor and scholar, he is a warm, compassionate person who
respects and understands the problems students face. During fall
term, my ninety-one year old grandmother died, and I had to miss
several days of class while attending her funeral in LaSalle,
Illinois. Dr. Rosenberg demonstrated sincere kindness and empathy,
and assured me that he would be happy to help me review the notes
I had missed. That is the kind of caring person he is. Because of
his support I was able to attend the funeral, and I cannot express
how grateful I am to him. His humanity toward his students earns
him an A+.

I respect Professor Rosenberg for his academic excellence and
humanity toward others. I will always remember him as one of MSU's
finest teachers and kindest persons. Geoffrey Chaucer's description
of the Clerk in the Prologue of his Canterbury Tales aptly describes
Professor Rosenberg: "Gladly would he learn, and gladly teach."

Sincerely

Maria Haley



1400 Pershing Drive
Lansing, MI 48910

April 27,1992

Selection Committee
Paul Varg Alumni Award Nominations
Arts & Letters Alumni Association
College of Arts & Letters
Office of the Dean
200 Linton Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1044

Dear Members of the Selection Committee,

As a graduate of Michigan State University and former student of Professor Donald
Rosenberg, I'm writing to heartily endorse his nomination for the Paul Varg Alumni
Award.

Having taken a wide variety of classes, (I have a B.A. in Journalism, a B.S. in
Engineering Arts, and by summer's end will have a B.A. in English), I feel I have
learned from an unusually broad spectrum of professors. However, amid all these
scholars, many of whom were excellent and enjoyable instructors, Professor Rosenberg
stands out in my mind as an exemplar of clarity and eloquence.

It is no coincidence that I've taken four of his classes, more than any other professor's.
I've done this for a variety of reasons.

For one, Professor Rosenberg employs a unique teaching method that is very satisfying:
at the beginning of each class, he outlines the day's lecture on the chalkboard. This
sounds simple, but it has multiple benefits. It focuses the students' attention on the
topics and inspires appreciation for the session; proof that the professor has carefully
prepared himself to teach engenders a preparedness to learn on the class's part. In
addition, it immediately gives the students the "big picture," i.e. the literary issues
involved and their relation to each other. It presents an orderly view of the topic, which
guides class discussion into relevant waters but also allows the stream of thought to
branch out without getting lost. And, in the rare instance when the lecture is not
completed, at least the class knows what it is missing! Last but not least, the outline
helps students take orderly and complete notes.

Regarding his lecture content, I have always found it thoughtful and enlightening.
Opinions vary on how literature should be approached, but in my experience, his
classes receive a balanced account of the literary interpretations available. In addition,
Professor Rosenberg has a way of introducing potentially uncomfortable topics, such as



sexuality, in a manner that is frank but not embarrassing, which is a great boon to class
discussion. It occurs to me now also that it was particularly in his classes that I became
acquainted with the vocabulary of English literature: "tenor," "vehicle," "conceit," etc. for
a poetic example.

As many good literature professors do, Professor Rosenberg often recites literature in
class, which is often helpful for an understanding of it. I remember when I was having a
particularly hard time with the vernacular of Ben Jonson's Bartholomew Fair. By the
end of his first lecture on the play, Professor Rosenberg had solved this problem for me
and I read the rest of the play quite painlessly. There's also a factor of enjoyment in
hearing an accomplished lecturer and/or reader. Professor Rosenberg's delivery is
always articulate and polished.

Another characteristic of Professor Rosenberg's that I appreciate is his classroom
presence and regard for his students. He is not chummy with his students — his
classroom has a certain air of decorum - but he makes eye contact while lecturing, calls
students by name during class discussion, and is unfailingly courteous.

One last thing I would like to praise is Professor Rosenberg's grading system. In his
400-level courses, of which I took three, he had the students write several lengthy
literary analyses. He always specified clearly what each paper should do, and after
grading it, provided a list of its strengths and weaknesses as well as his comments. This
opportunity to write, write, write and be edited honed my writing skills immeasurably,
and I am grateful to Professor Rosenberg for his influence.

I was delighted to hear that Professor Rosenberg had been nominated for this award,
and was also delighted for this opportunity to witness his worth. I can think of no
professor more deserving.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

Becky Palmer-Scott
SN 850387



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
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201 Mwrffl Hill, E*st M 48824-1036

May 4, 1992
(517)355-7570

TO: Ms. Barbara Harrison-King

FROM: Jay Ludwig, Associate Chair

SUBJECT: Varg Award Materials for Professor Donald Rosenberg

Enclosed please find the materials the Department of English has
collected in support of Professor Donald Rosenberg's nomination for this
year's Paul Varg Alumni Award.

Included in the materials are letters from the following students:

Professor Craig Bernthal
Ms. Maria Haley
Mr. Robert Keller man
Ms. Becky Palmer-Scott
Professor Judith Stoddart
Professor Virginia Unkefer
Mr. Andrew Willson

In addition, you will find Professor Rosenberg's curriculum vitae and sets
of Student Instructional Rating System Forms from the following courses:

ENG 412, Milton, Fall 1990
ENG 366, Literary Interpretation of the Bible, Winter 1992
ENG 824, Seventeenth Century Literature, Fall 1990


