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, Store and buy a set of Bellecourt’s snapshots. !

ceeemves wasav dunVl 4NQ $2.51 o, oo

FBI’s tactic
f. o / d
IS a revolting s«
development

: ou can sleep soundly tonight, citizens. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation is awake.
And pawing through your pictures.

N . The FBI hasn't been this creative since
the G-Men bugged Martin Luther King’s motel rooms
for the listening pleasure of J. Edgar Hoover and his

manservant. Creativity, however, oftentimes has no
direct bearing on legality.

1

The local gumshoes of the FBI have stretched the
bounds of the Constitution and credulity by claiming
they are entitled to run to the local photo store and
peruse our photos whenever they fancy. They

. employed this
daring
investigative
technique
against Vernon
Bellecourt, the
American
Indian activist
who is to the
FBI what a
: burr under a

£ Rl ‘ saddleis toa

NICK COLEMAN  horse.

Bellecourt is
not on the FBI's Most Wanted list, but he isn’t on the
FBY's Most Likeable list either. The FBI has been
investigating him in connection with his unauthorized
1987 trip to Libya, the home of Nice Guy Moammar
Gadhafi.

G-Men used to engage in derring-do, going
undercover at risk to life and limb. These days,
though, the FBI sometimes favors a laid-back
investigative style more in keeping with the stress-
combating strategies of the 1980s. The result may be
that today’s agents lead longer, healthier lives. Still,
it’s difficalt to work up much admiration for the pluck
of the G-Man who popped into a one-hour photo shop
in Minneapolis, flashed his FBI badge and asked {o see
Bellecourt’s pictures.

- Bellecourt had dropped off two rolls of film that
contained photographs of a political event as well as
such subversive activities as family gatherings and
social parties.

In the old days, the FBI might have paid an
informer to spy on a suspect and report his activities,
from the names of all the guests at his daughter’s
birthday party to the recipe his aunt used for the
lemon meringue pie she served at Easter. These days,
however, informers can’t be trusted to stay bought, so
the FBI ordered its agents to run down to the photo

Unfortunately, they didn’t have a warrant authorizing
them to do it.

Big boo-boo, that. In this country, if the government
wants to see your stuff, it has to come up with a good
reason and get a judge to agree.

When the store manager alerted Bellecourt to the
fact that the FBI was lifting his prints, Bellecourt
sued the government. Tuesday, a federal judge
ordered the FBI to lock up the pictures it took from
the store, preventing the government from using them
against Bellecourt pending the outcome of his suit.

So far, so good. A person’s property, including his
snapshots, should not be up for grabs to every FBI
agent, police officer or other snoop who comes along
and flashes a badge at a teen-age photo store worker.
Most reasonable people would agree that, absent a
warrant signed by a judge, the government should
keep its mitts out of our photo albums.

No one said the government is reasonable.

An attorney for the Justice Department argued that !




y of a “system-
esigned to dis-

Bellecourt

American Indian Movement ac-
tivist Vernon Bellecourt accused

the FBI on Thursda
e campaign” d

says FBI
telling lies
about him
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