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QFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR RELEAEE: Immediate
Sacramente, CA 95814
Fevin Brett, Press Secretary
Tom Bearmann, Deaputy Préss Secrobary
916/445-4571 8/26/89
The following is the text of Governor George Deulkmedian’s

weekly radio address focusing on the disclosure of drivers’
license information:

"On July 18th, & promising young actress named Rebanca
Schaeffer was murdered. Later, authorities revealed that the
prime suspect in the case had been able to obtain Miss Schasffer’'s
home addrese through information that ls avallable to the public
from the Department of Motor Vehilcles.

"The DMV collects and maintains important personal
information -~ including home acddresses and driving records -- on
all Californians who have drivers’ licenses, identlification carda
and registered vehicles.

“There are a number of legitimats ressons for making this
information available. Automoblle manufscturers need to get
current addresses to notlfy car owners about recall programs
involving unsafe vehicles. Insurance companies need to obtain an

individnal’s driving record before lssulng car insurance. The
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“In reyponse Lo thess conowrns, I have directed vhs
Department I Motor Vehlicles to take steps to restrict tho Toape
of information and emsurs thet the public’s safety 20! ighe to
privacy is protectad to the fullesst extent possible.

“Rifective Dotober 1, all commevelal reguesi

information will be vegul

sri to reagletar with the DMY s anter

P

foapd restriot how Lhe

new & Casments TR

informat. o may bha vesd, Tha AV will also sstablish z 10 day

ouing peniod before issuing a persoa’s home address o other

imglividual reguesters D iy

[

would asotl®y the



or her perscnal informaticn, along with tha name of the person or
company who made thie request, and the reason for thelr requsst.
"In addition to these immediate steps, our administration
will also be working with the Legislature to develop a plan that
would make it harder to obtain pﬁivﬁta home addraasas or other
personal information from the DMV. OQur goal should bs to limit
access to this information to requesters who have legitimate

business purposes.

"By taking thase steps, we can provide an additional meagure
of protection for our citizens, while at the same tima keeping
information available to those sntitles which truly have a
compelling need for the information.

"Please join me next week for another California Repoxt.

This is Governor George Daukmeiian. Thanks for listening.”
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SACRAMENTO — Gov. Georgs
Devkinajian sald Saturday that Be

has directed the state Department

of Maotor Vehicles to restrict the
release of public information about
California drivers, ‘

.Deukmeilan said his action was

tompted by the July 18 slaying of -
H , gecca Schaeffer, who
police say was killed after the
Fﬁmosuamtinthacauhmdan_.

actress Re

nvestigator to obtain her home ad-
dress from DMV records, -

“While the vast majority of re-
quests are for legitimate, lawful

purposes, thers s a growing con-

cern that this information is also -

easily availabls to those who have
violent or illegal intentions,”
Deukmejlan said in a radio ad-
drens.

“In response to these concerns, I
have directed.ths Department of

Motor Vehicles to take steps 10 Pe-
strict the release of information

and ensure that the public's safaty

and right to privacy is protected to -

the fallest extant possible.” ,
The DMV regularly provides in-

Deukmejian orders
on access

. tained her

“The department received re-
. ?ums for 41 million records last
fiscal yeur, largely from insurance

isyuing his direc- ‘them or stall: them down  like
hunbedprey”
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“who pay a fee and fill out. & form
‘offering ' legitimate reason. for -
‘their request. S
* Los Anjjeles polica officials have

said Schueffer, who & ed in

.the television serles "My Sister
. Sam,” wes killed after suspect

Robert Jobn Bardo located. her

through an Arizons private investi- -

atlon’ agency, The agency 'ob-
‘ ; aﬁmufrom the DMV,

companics, lawyers, creditors, car
manufucturers and others with a
business intevast, . |

Businesses that frequently re-
quest DMV information are re-
quired to register with the depart-

ment and sign agreements stating -

why they need the information and
restricting how it may be used. Be-
ginning Oct, 1, those businesses
must re-register, . ‘
The DMV slso will impose a 10-
day waliing pericd for Individuals
and moany businesses requesting
informalion. An exception
made for some businessss, includ-
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ing Insurance companies snd car
menufscturars, that bay the infor-
mation in bulk and have “an gute-
motive intevest” in obtaining i,

DMV spokesman Blll Qengler aaid,

Undar current DMV progeduias,
drivers are notiffed by maill when

. &n individual makes an ovar-the
sounter request for information

about 'them.
*The individual making the re
quest utider the new policy would

" not recelve the informstion for 10

days,” Deukmejian press secre-
tary Kevin Brett said. “The party
whose address is being requested.

‘would be notified in the interim.”

Because drivers’ reconds ~ in-
cluding information on citations
and accldents — are public docu-
raents, the DMV is compelisd to |
ralease them in most casey, [n the
case of addresses, current law pro-
tests only those of judges, paace
officers and mople who ¢an ?mva
their wall-be S' isln j%m v,

Assembly Speaker Pro Tem
Mike Roos has proposed legizlation
that would let drivers request that

' thetr home addresses be kapt con

fidential, ‘
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SACRAMENTO = Gov. Deuk-
mejlan, citing the murder of actress
Reheces Schaeffer, said yestarday he
is making it harddr for firms lnd i
dividuals to get home addresses
. through driver's license records.

"‘! “In response to these concerns, 1
hma directed the Department of

¢ Vehicles to take stepa to re-

‘the releage o! information and
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Beginning Oct. 1, commereial -
firms that regularly seek informa-
tlunwlllhavetovegiltlrwiththe ‘

DMYV and sign agreements specifying -
how they use the sddress Informa-
tion, he sald. Whest individuals seek
- home addresses, there will bhe a 10-

- day waiting period, while the DMV .
| notifies the person whose address is

being sought and tella that person
‘ whoilmklngltandwhy ‘

Deukmefias said he will be wWork.

ing with the Legisiatura “to develop
4 plan that would make it harder to -
—-obtein prluta home. addresses- or

othér perscoal information from the
DMV, Ourgmllhwldbatnlimltm-

" ¢ to this information to

who have legitimate business pur.
poses.”
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tion acceas to DMV records by the
S e
the administration that there would

_bauenmptimloruporﬂngpur-

: pomes,
- 'l‘hebmmlntahnmomonau
Californiars who haveé drivery 1
cetes, identification cards and reg-
istered. vehicles, This information s
generally open to the public, al-
though the DMV charges a fee.
“While the vast majority of re-
quests are for legitimate, lawful por-

" poses, theve {8 a growing coticern.

that this information Is also easily

_ available to those wiio have violent

or {egal intentions, such as the sus-

he zaid.

ter Sam” telavision series, was mup. .
dered July 18, Robert Jolin Bardo.

in Los Angeles County Jei, cha “" |

- with her murder. )

“Later, authoritles revenled thaé“"
the prime suspect in the case hadi
been able to obtain Miss Schuffar’i
;home address through information”
thiit; i, available to. the; public trom,,.
thi Department. of Motpr Vemc!q,ﬂg,
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mat Mike Roos, D-Los Angeles, ﬁs;n"
‘troduced a bill that would prohiblt
home addresses from beirig nlcuad
in otherwise public recordy, '

- “We did not hear any reference tn
a press exemplion. Howover, I am
amourad one doms exist” said M.lka

~ Dorais, lobbyis. for the California

Newspaper Publishers Association,
“In that context, the govurnor's ac
tion is well-reasoned, from om"

- standpoint as news gathmu su-niI
' news disseminators.” ‘

“I think the governor has estab’”’
lished mintmal safeguards consistent”™
with a free society and access to govi™
ernmient information,” Devalz asld, *7
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“Generally, we think it's & losing”,

. gam to try to ssal public records to. .
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thers are too many places f

determined peogle to find addressen,”’
“If you smmbark on this effort w‘

give people 2 faise sense of securl

by sealing records all over the place .

all you mlly do is ereate & clunﬂ‘r

society.” Camulnztnﬂwriterfw
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" Mel Opotowsky, president of thﬁ

Caltfornia First Amendmant Coalls
-tion and muanajging. editor of m
. Press-Enterprise In Riverside, sald...

the governor was misconsiruing the, ,
publie records law by nqulring mdj.
viduals and firmi to give reasons and
wait 10 days, -
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Schaeffer, who was in the “My SII‘-'!' _

© Schaeffer case.”
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' BACRAMENTO—~Rencting to
_the recant murder of actress Re-
becca Schasifer, Gov. George
.Deulkomefian on Saturday ordered

the Department of Motor Vehicles
to restrict the public relesss of
home addresses in order 10 protect
matorists from possible harm ar
harassr

ent.

In hismu;ulu woeklgrmratgﬁ
speech, the governor no
lnw enforcemaent suthorities have
said the prime suspect in the
Schasffer murder case in Log An-
geles was able to obtain her home
address driver's icense

" infarmation avstiable to the public

for a nominal fee,
. The suspect, Robert John. Bardo,

‘ 19, is in Los Angeles County Judl,

awniting trial. Investigators axid he

7 got Schasffer’s home addres from

a Tueon, Arix, private investigat-
firm, whe got it from someone
chwkad MV public reconds,
allegedly told the flem that
hu!!er was an old frend snd he
tad to send her a gitt.
Schnﬂer waa killed by. s ass
flant July 18, when ghe answared
door to her apartmen in the
riaoc Distrdet,
Deukmeflan said' that effective
et 1, il mmmercinliﬂgg;mmt?fm
eatin raonal information
the 5&% will be required to.
imr with the dapertment and
to detailed new agreenants
gh@wmedamwiube uped,
In additién, the governor sald the
BV il exteblish g 10.day wai&=
peviod before jssulng & pevsor's
gw address to individuals re-
Quenting information.
Durilfg thin waiting period, the
ment will notify the pereon
t a request hae been mada for
or her personal -informstion.
The person will receive the name

" of the company or Individusl whe

made the request and the reason
'3;"‘110 information will mill be
$elivered,” wald Kovin Hretl, the
vernor's press sectetsry, “hut
Em will be & werning isaued to
s individusl,”

?‘Whﬂa the vast majority of DMY
nal information reguests ara

' “legitimate, lawfui purpos !
kmefian agid, “thers is growing
neern that this information i
is0- sanily avatlable w Uiose who
ve viplent or lilegal inientions.
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