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In the Mishna, 
In the tractate of "Rosh Hashana" we learn: 

"There are four beginnings of years: :Dil C'JI? 'I?H1 ill/l1H" 

on the first of Nissan, the beginning of the year for kings and for 
pilgrimage festivals; 

on the first of Elul. the beginning of the year for cattle tithe; 

on the first of Thisrey. the beginning of the year for years, sabbaticals, 
jubilees, planting and vegetables; 

on the first of Shevat. the beginning of the year for trees, according to 
Shamay's school; Hillel's school says on the fifteenth." 

In spring, while nature awakens, whcn 
trees bloom, we celebrate Pcsach - the 
awakening of the Jewish people - the 
spring of our nation. In autumn, when 
the fruits are gathered, we recog,nile that 
the abundance of harvest is not always a 
blessing, and so we build SU((ot. in orucr 
to proclaim our dependence anu trust in 
G.J, and we gather to hear His teachings. 

At the turtling point of winter. as days 
bl'l.!in to grow long.er ;tnd the plJlltill!! 
season hC!!ills, wc I:clcnrak Ttl Bi~hv .. 1 

hy underscoring our rl'sponsibllily to til,' 

land. 

Four kinds of fruit are e.:lten: 

*Those which we eat their interior 

*Those which we eat their exterior 

*Those which we eat all of them. 

(Rosh Hashana. 1, l) 

&;13 JIJJ JI \7~\!I~ j'\7~ i13'~ 
,,.1111 n nr .n.,. plln III: p,r,. 

nlll"l IIIOJ'l nil 

• 

part and not their exterior part. 

part and not their interior part. 

*Those which we don't eat the pee 1; we don't e.:l t the pit but we 



Four ways to eat fruit: 

*FRESH *COOKED *PICKLED *DRIED 

All those. to match the four periods in which the trees are renewing them
selves. and also to match the four words of redemption of the people of 
Israel and the Land of Israel: 

This Seder is composed of 4 main parts. 

In each one of them. we will enlighten one multi-faceted season 
emphasizing the typical color. wine, flower, fruit, bread. 

All of that to show our love and ties to the promised land • 

. "Por the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brook. ot water, 
ot tountains and depths, springing rorth in valleys and hills; a land ot 
wheat and barley, and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land of oliTe
treel and honey." 

(Deut. 8:7-8) 

m D',:ru ,,:n, 17:1" n"-T,te "7:1,, ;outen, l!U' MOW", :"I"" T,te 

THE DAWNING OF A NEW YEAR by David Shimoni 

A year is ended, another comes, 
A field is grey, then green agaIn. 

Happy days, and harassed days, 
Yet none are fruitless, none are va~n. 

'l'he changing I seasons are not lost 
For a working generation, 

Summer comes and summer goes, 
New fruit rewards a toiling natIon. 

'l'he cruel heat of summer suns, 
NOr autumn's lashing winds -- not these 

Can bend the sturdy sapling's strength, 
For sturdy saplings grow to trees. 

Be strong, my saplings in the [leld, 
Be brave, my brothers In your toil, 

In vain the storm will rage it you 
Strike deep your roots into the so~l. 

Send deep your roots into the earth, 
Drink deep its life force, and arIse 

And grow until your verdant boughs 
Reach and caress the sunlIt skIes. 

And it shall come to pass one day -
If hope its promUses tulf~lls -

A mighty forest, green and (air, 
Will cover Israel's barren hills. 



The sky is 1Nh i t. e and so is the n q u -1 L l which 
markes the beginning of the F A l~ I~ 

We have just celebrated Sukkot and enjoyed all the wealth that 
the Land is providing us with. We don't want the weather and 
the atmosphere to change. 

On this occasion, we should remember that God is our Landlord 
and that all God's creatures are living by cycles. 

We will always remember that God, who has chosen us and hallowed 
us among all the nations, had also chosen and hallowed a special 1 a.nd. 

Let us drink the first cup of 'WI"} i t:. f;'-:;\ W' 1. n e and let us all 
pray that the same prosperity that ti,e Land brought upon us 
last year will be our share next year as well. 

Baruch ata adonay eloheynu melech ha'olam, bore pri hagafen 

MY LAND 
by Rachel 

I have not sung to thee, my land, 
I have not glorified thy name 
With valiant deeds of war, 

With spoil of maimed and lame. 

My hands have planted many trees 
At rest on Jordan's banks revealed, 

My feet have trod a path 
Across the lonely field. 

It is a very slender gift, 
Mother, 'tis known too well to me, 

It is a slender gift 
Thy daughter brings to thee. 

It is naught but pangs of joy 
When day is girt with radiant 1 ight. 

It is a secret tear 
Wept for thy sorry plight. 

'~lN 1'J 'flll:!J N':l 

llJl:!J 'fllN!J N'Jl 

n11l'; nt'J''JUl 

ntl1P 'J'Jl:!Jl 

1J.IIlJ '1' pU jJl 

O'OP11:!J 111' '!J1n 

''J':'1 1I:!JlJ 'J'll:!J jJl 

flrrl:!J 1m 'JLI 

1NlJ n'J1 pN 

ONn flNT 'flU1' 

1NlJ n'J1 pH 
lfl'l flnJT.J 

The mutual relationship between God, the Land of Israel and the people 
of Israel is demonstrated by the respect God demands Israel to respect 
their land: 

LeY. 25:2-7 ':1'1 n::l" T'lC:1 :'1n::a,,' 0~'1 In':I 9:1lC ,,,lC T'M:1 '1. uun 9~ 
"When you enter the land that I give you. the land shall observe a sabbath for the Lord . .. 

Ex. 23:10-11 n9,9l,,;'1 .:'1n.'ln-nlC nDOM1 ,J'M-nM ",n a 9 :1W •• , 
n9n ~~lCn 0,n 9 , 10' ~219:l. '~~lC1 ;,n.D21 :1:1Da.n 

.,n9'~ 'O'~~ :1w,n 1~ ,:1,.:1 
"Six years you shall sow your land . .. in the seventh year you shall let it rest . .. let the needy among you eat of it. 
the rest the beasts of the field will eat. You shall do the same with your vineyards and your olive groves . .. 



I.\'l'r\ "~\'L'lltll \'L';j[, \"L' wil i Ilc'l hl' ,]Dl.c to see the cOIlcr.:1sting 
v 1 ~ \.,' ,11 r) J ( • , I 1 ': I ) t' ,( 1 ; • r 1 < J un U e r the I, h ice 5 k y . 

But, ,,"vt;;ry Y,-,Jr dt this seas"n, \,Idle looking at the ploughed 
land which SLUts il new life cvcle, we are praying together: 

"TI1,'sL' 1,.,'110 sow in tL':lrS sl1al I reap in joy" 

T ,) C U mml' mo [:1 t t:' t 11 is\' i l' w, Jet us l'; 1 t t 11 e b 1 a c I, t:-> 1- e a cl 

Baruch ,lta auonay l'lol1l'vnu melecl1 ha 'olam, h:lInotzi lechem min ha 'aretz. 

nJ1 n1D~g n'n nT 1J 

lJJPIl'1l 1J1 
nlN'1g 1l1nn 

1JA'J O'~'DDn 
n1J1 nl~1nl'l 

0'1l11J ~" C'lAl' ~, 
c'yn '1" Y1N 

1Jn11'1'l 1"D~n nr 'J 
ilD' nn'll" 

1mm n'll TN 

ilJ1lln "j7n '1y 

ill ~11n 1J'/,(il1 

nlllNil nN 

O'~"lil Yj71l1 

0'11 pn l1l!1 'Il~ 

on'1 1J'1 n'llx' 1J'Nil 

n1111N il1111nl 
l'nO 1lJ DYIl l1Y 

nl'1111 '1Y'~l 
l~n ilN111 H'il 

1'''JY Nll' il,,'n 
1'nlD'D YD~ 

j7IlYil 'Jg '1y ~1j7~ 11'1'1J 
"n"~ "11Dn 

During this season, we can still Cilt the f' .. C~ ~:; il 1 J La LS 

the produce of the end oi the l.:1st agricultural year. 

"As a lily am:lng thorns. 
So is my love am:lng the daughters. 
As an apple-tree among the trees of the wood. 
So is my beloved among the sons." 

(Song of Songs 2:2-3) 

The pomegranilte sprouted -
Those are the young children who are sitting 

and studyin~ Torah, 
And they are sitting in lines 

1 ike the ~',r;lins of the pomegranate. 

(Shir H.:1s1limim Rabba. 6, 17) 

Baruch ,:na adonay eloyeynu mt;;lecl1 ha'viam, bore pri ha 'etz. 



'nNll!J Dill 'nJ.nN 
nTDl nTD 'nDUD 

'9U lJeJ nplJnJ. 'nlN 1'J.P 
n9] 'IJ 'D 'IJ 'Dl 

n'Tl!Jn I'U ID:I 

1JIl umn c:J ormmm IPm 
"11!Jn ,..U alH" ':1 

nDl~ ,..un Oil 01Hn lD:! 
Ul iI J 01Hn ,.. un 1D:! 

U11' M~ 'lH1 
n'nM ng'H1 'n"n ng'H 

nll!Jn I'U JD:I 

n'1l!Jn I'U D'THn ':1 n'Tl!Jn I'U D'THn ':1 

D'U~ HUX H1n I'un lD:l 
HU~ 'H191 Hln D'TH lU:l 
U'11' M~ 'IHl 

nIJuDIJ ,H11!J Hln I'un lD:I 
I!JH] ,'I!IJ Hln D'TH lD:l 
U'Tl' H~ 'JHl 

n'nH ng'Hl 'n"n ng'H 
n'1l!1n I'U lD:! 

n'nH n9'Hl 'n"n n9'H 
n'1l!1n I'U lD:l 

It is not a time to cultivate the land. 
yet it is a great opportunity to learn about 

the relationship between 
the man of Israel and the trees. 

In many instances. the man of Israel is compared to different trees: 

"The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree; 
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon." 

(Psalms 92:13) 

~~,~ Til~7! T~'~ n~,~ n~?: ~~~p p"J 
. ~ ~ ~ ! ~ ~ " ~ 1; l, ~ ! T 1.~.1 " ~ p ~ ~ g ~ ! ,''! ! 

The whole people of Israel is also compared to certain trees: 

"I will be as the dew unto Israel; 
He shall blossom as the lily. 
And cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, 
And his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, 
And his fragrance as Lebanon." 

(Hosea 14: 6-°7) 



The land is turning gray and light 
green from the water it absorbed 
and from the sprouts that are 
sprouting. Therefore, we will eat 
rye 1:> r ea.d. 

The biblical person could not enjoy 
the fresh fruits or produce of the 
land during the winter, but he could 
still enjoy the mil k yielded 
by the cows. the sheeprand the goats, 
and the milk products that he pre
pared. 

Ramy, son of Yechezkel, came to Bnei-Berak. 
He saw some goats eating figs. 
And the honey was dripping off the figs. 
And the milk was dripping off the goats, 
And they were mixing one with the other. 
Then he said: 
This is the meaning of "dripping milk and honey." 

(Ketubot, 111,2) 

In the renewed Isra'el, there are some other signs that the hope is promising 
c:: i t r us trees are yielding organges, grapefruits, clemen tines , tan

gerines •....• and allow us to enjoy the fresh fruit of the land during the 
winter. 

"The wilderness and the parched land shall be glad; 
And the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose." 

(Isa. 35: 1) 

And we will enjoy some rc>sf":~ w-ine 

Now it is the time to enjoy the ct r i eel f r u its 
before the fresh ones will be ready. 

Now we can definitely praise God for sustaining us and pro
viding us with all our needs. 

Baruch ata adonay eloheynu 
melech ha'olam, shelo chisar 
be'olamo clum uvara bo briyot 
tovot ve'ilanot tovim lehanot 
bahem bney adam. 

N~~ ,C,?i17;:t 1?'1 ~l"r.r~~ :-n;," ;,~~ 1~'1 
1'\;:1;0 1'\;"'l ;:1 N':1~ C~':i) ;~';17l :'t)n 
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WHAT IS THE REASON FOR TU B' SHEVAT ? ,"N' :1l\:.1;'1 \:.1N' 1 ,. f r -

* Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Usheyah: b~cause most of the rains 
had already fallen. 

(Rosh Hashana. 14. 81) 

• Rabbi Zayra said: until now, trees were living off last year's wate~; 
from now on. they are living off this year's water. 

(Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashana 91.2) 

Lev. 19:23 ••• '1::tMD ,,-'1:1 on,DH T,,,;\-'111 '112ft -,. 

"When you enter the land and plant any tree for food . .. " 

n"ClD "JH I T'Tl Clt!11 
,",,:IJ. '~'n Hl 

'p In n1':l ~i llM 
1mN nJ1p ~%:I 1'U 
n,,., , ... a .. 111'D:J1 

nu1Wl nmH 'o-'lLl WJIID 

n'l.::' II'"" "J ... 'll" 
nc"111 11plD nn. 

. .. iliWJ 11111 

The Holy praised be He told unto Israel: 

Even though you will find the land full of goodness. 
you shouldn't say: we'll settle and we don't need 
to plant trees. but be very careful regarding the 
planting. 

As you came and found trees planted by others. 
you too, should plant trees for your generations. 

One shouldn't say: I'm old. I won't live much longer. 
Why should I work hard and exhaust myself if tomorrow 
I will die? 

Therefore. a person shouldn't refrain from planting 
trees. in the same way as he found trees. he shoula 
plant more trees even if he is old. 

n ' T 1 tlt!J 1 C-- n 'IT.l. 
n"lln ~1l1 '.:I~:I lJTI 

C""T I !l n '" TUm jJ1T.l' 
'ill '1111" ~ '1]1 

1-" "''l ~mI "l ... CN' 
1nul11l IIIJ ~ 1JM 

ll,:::m nn "'" '::IJ.I 1 WJ1A 
1n'~ 1 ,~ n::ln'all 

... nilJ nln 

(Tanchuma. Kedoshim. 8) 
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n"1l1'1]" nJ':ln H'n O.JWI 

mp" ~ IJ 1:1 1nNl 
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In 1908 the Hebrew Teachers' Union announced that Tu B'shvat would hencetorth be 
celebrated by the achoolchildren as a planting festival. The pupils 01 J&tta'. 
Jewish schools have ever since marked the day with a planting excursion to nearby 
Mikveh Yiarael (Israel's oldest established agricultural training school, situated 
outside Tel Aviv). In 1910. the first year of the newly founded quarter ot 
Ahuzat Bayit - later to become Tel Aviv - the schoolchildren of Jaffa went there 
on Tu B'shvat to plant its first avenue of trees. 

M Y T R E E 

by Uri el OEeJc 

On Tu BiShvat 

A little, tender saplJng will 1 plant, 

And to it drops of water will I grant, 

So that it will grow and blopm 

Into a tree that ends all gloom, 

Each day I will tend it 

With water and fertilizer defend it, 

Each day I' 11 see t.he wonder showing 

Of the little sapling growing .. 

After a lew years I will return 

Gazing in wonder, and will learn 

That the sapling has groitm so high, 

It lS • gredt tall tree reaching the sky. 

Now it 

before 

Now we 
viding 

is the time to enjoy the d r i eel f r u its 

the fresh ones will be ready. 
can definitely praise God for sustaining us and pro- . 

us with all our needs. 

- ~'11 O~i17n,,"~ u~n~~ n'n~ n~~ ,~,~ 
Baruch ata adonay eloheynu N ',. , T T ',0 ',0 •••• .' • 

melech ha' olam, shelo chi~ar 'ni~i~ ni!l1~ i~ N1~' O''':p '~?'17~ ,~r:t 
be' olamo clum uvara bo br1yot ' . \.. ~' . ~~N' 
tovot ve' ilanot tovim lehanot .01~ ~~~ 0iJ~ n'liJ7 0 ~,~ n'l T ': 

bahem bney adam. 
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A lonely traveller was once en route ,through the desert. He was tired 
and weary, hungry and thirsty. He had no more food in his bag and no 
water in his pitcher; and the desert around him was vast and empty, 
without trees or shade. 

Suddenly-he saw in the distance a solitary tree with a straight trunk 

and branches spread out like welcoming arms, beckoning: "Come to me. 
o wanderer!" It was a palm tree. A lonely date palm in the desert. 

The traveller guided his camel towards the palm tree, and on approach
ing found that it grew beside a spring of sweet water. He drank from the 
water of the spring until he had satisfied his thirst, and then filled his 
pitcher. After that he climbed the tree and picked a bunch of soft, moist, 
reddish-brown dates. He ate one date, and it tasted as sweet as honey. 
He ate a few more, and his hunger vanished as if it had never been; he 
felt every limb in his body infused with new vigor. 

. After resting an hour under the shade of the tree, the young man rose in . 

order to continue on his way. Turning to the palm he said these words: 
"Palm tree, palm tree, what can I wish for you? For you to be beautiful? 
You are already beautiful! For your shade to be pleasant? It is already 
pleasant like no other! For your fruit to be sweet? It is already sweeter 
than honey, and gives new strength to a weary body! What then can I 
wish for you? Mayall the trees that you beget be just like you!" 

The traveller then mounted his camel and, refreshed and benevolent, 

carried on his way. 

• • • 

Many years passed and one day a caravan of hungry, weary travellers 
was to be seen making its way through the great desert. "Is there no end 
at all to this empty desert?" asked one of the travellers. 



At that very moment the oldest man in the caravan raised his head, 
looked around him and called our. 

Keep up your strength, brothers! In a little while we shall stop under the 
shade of a palm and enjoy its goodly fruit!" 

And how do you know that?" asked the first traveller . 

.. I know it," replied the old man without further explanation. And indeed, 

an hour had not gone by when suddenly-was it possible?- they saw a speck 
of green beckoning from afar. 

" There is the tree!" shouted the old man joyfully. 

The caravan hurried towards it, but when the travellers drew near they 

saw to their surprise that it was not just one tree growing there, but a small, 
shady grove of date palms. The travellers rested in the shade of the trees, 
slaked their thirst with water from the spring, and picked bunches of soft, 
moist, reddish-brown dates. They tasted the dates and found them sweeter 
than honey; they ate more and their hunger vanished as it it had never 
been, until each person felt every limb in his or her body infused with new 
vigor. 

"It is a miracle," whispered the old man to his attendant. "Many years ago, 

when I was still a young man, I passed by this place but there was only one 
solitary palm tree growing here; while now ... " 

At that moment the old man's heart re-echoed with the long-forgotten 

words: "Wl\afcan I wish for you? Mayall the trees that you beget be just 
like you!" 

Then a smile crossed his face, and his lips whispered: ''So, my 
blessing has been fulfilled." 



But not all of the children of Israel can re]01Ce in the sights of 
a prospering Israel. Many of the children of Israel are in ex i l e r 

Like we eat JTla t z <> t on Pesach to commemorate the exodus from 
the house of bondage to the freedom land of milk and honey, we 
should eat matzot (crackers) now, hoping that all the exiles will 
gather in Israel soon and will enjoy the festivity of nature dur
ing Israel's spring-time still in our days. 

Baruch ata adonay e10heynu me1ech ha'olam, 
bore miney mezonot. 

,C?il1;::t '7~ ~J";'''''N ;";''' ;,~~ ,~,~ 
.Z,;J;T~ .;~,,~ N1i:l 

With this hope of redemption, let us drink the 

fourth cup of dark r e <...."i. -w- in. e and pray: 

"And I will turn the captivity of My people Israel, 
And they shall build the waste cities, ~nd inhabit them; 
And they shall plant vineyards, and d'rink the wine thereof; 
They shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them." 

(Amos 9:14) 

"I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia-tree, 
And the myrtle and oil-tree; 
I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane-tre~t and the larch 

together! " 
(rsa. 41:19) 



The days are longer. The sun is shining more often. 

Although it is still cold, many of the orchards are blooming 
and are decorating the Land with white flowers. 

On the fields, other flowers are coming out, like the t Lll iJ> 
which combines yellow, orange and red, which reminds us of H 0 n e y 

In the old days, the people of Israel made honey out of dates. 
H 0 n e y was a general expression to any sweet and juicy 

ripe fruit. 

Rabbi Chaninah said: 
When I came up from exile. I found a charob 

and I made a cut in it. 
And my whole hands became full of honey. 

n~JI:!J n1mn nn"nl 

I:!JJ 1 'JI:!J CiJlJ lTlJ np1nO 

H1111J 1~JJ 1J'J~H 

.01IJHn '1n J 'JJI:!J 

Rabbi Chaninah said: 

(Yerushalmi) 

l-'iJ 'JI:!J m1 'JiJ C'JnlJl '" 

m 1 iJl ~'JHO I:!JJ 11 

I:!JJ 1J npnlHn 'JJ nH 

PP1 J'J 'In ,1'J C'101H1 

When I came up from exile. I took my belt and my son's 
and my beast's to surround a charob tree --

And I couldn't. 

C a. rob h the fresh fruit of this special season. 

But. this is also the time when we can eat p..i c k..l. ect f r u its 

like the <:> 1 i ve s which are so famous in Israel for their pure <:> 1 i ve 0 i 1 

PIaIml 52: 10 
"8(J1 , 'im fiL's a thriving olive tree in the house of GOd . .. 



WHY IS ISRAEL LIKE THE OLIVE? 

To tell you, like the olive which doesn't 
provide its oil but by crushing, 

So Israel do not improve their situation 
but after suffering. 

Like the olive which leaves do not fall, 
neither during hot days nor during 
rainy days, 

So Israel would never cease, 
neither in this world nor in the 
world to come. 

(Menachot, 53, 2) 

In honor of the land of milk and honey, 

the land of oil tree and white blooming 

almond trees, 

Let us eat 'W" hit E~ b rea cl 

and olive, and let us drink h c> n. <~ y 'W"i n e 

,C?il7;:t '7~ ':J";,'~N ;";''' ;,~~ "j~ 
.::l}.~ F?9 N}.i:1 

Baruch ata adonay eloheynu melech ha'olam, 
bore shemen 



Baruch ata adoney eloheynu melech ha'olam al hamichya 
ve'al hakalkala. al ha'etz ve'al ?ci hd'etz, 

ve'a1 tnuvat hassadeh. velal eretz chemda tova 
urechava. sheratzita vehinchalta la'avoteynu 
1e'echo1 mipirya u1isbo'a mituva. 

:1:n~0 "';; ,07U7 ;:t l"~ 1J';'1'~;";" ;,z:;~ l~i-t 
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Rachem na adonay e10heynu a1 yisrael amecha 
ve'a1 yerusha1ayim irecha velal tziyon mishkan 
kevodecha. 
Uvne yerushalayim ir hakodesh bemhera veyameynu, 
veha'a1enu 1etocha vessamchenu bevinyaha. venochol 
mipirya venissba mituva unevarechecha a1eyha 
bekdusha uvetahara. 

'¥1 ~n'~ e'7~'i~ '¥199¥ '~"1~ '¥ 'r;'1~~ ;";''' N~ 
e~'?lV1i~ ;,~;, . ~7~'0 '¥l ~q:;~~ '¥19'T,i::1~ l~~~ Ti·~ 
;'~:p::1 Ur.t1?~1 ;'~'l'l7 'J?¥::tl ,1l'~:; ;'"10~:;1 W1i'::t '''~ 
;,,"tP:;1 ;:t'?¥ ~::l'1:t-t' ,i1:t,to~ ~~~;1 ;,:'!!;)~ '~N11 

.;";'~::11 
Ty: T : 

Vezocherenu 1etova beyom rosh hashana lalilanot 

Ki ata adonay tOY umeytiv lakol. vehodeh 1echa 
a1 ha'ere~z ve'a1 peroteyha, 

Baruch ata adonay, al ha'aretz ve'al hamichya ve'a1 
prei gafna ve'a1 peroteyha. 

r1.1$;:t '¥ 97 ;,-ru1 ,~~ ::1"t;'~1 :l;~ mn" nl!'~ ":;I 
;,:~~::t ,~ r'1l$;:t '¥ ,m;," ;'J;I~ '1'~ .;:t"~;.,,,, "'1 

.;:t"~i""~ "il l!Ii~~ "i~ "'1 

May it be your will, our God and God of our fathers, that by the virtue of 
eating those fruits, that we eat and bless upon now, and that we reflect 
on their ~edning, which will affect us plenty of good and prosperity; 

That they will be filled with their glory and goodness and will again grow 
and flourish from the beginning of the year until the end of the year, for 
happiness and blessing, for good life and peace. 

And You shall fulfill Your promise, given to us by Your prophet Malachy: 

"And I shall curse the eater, 
and he would not destroy your fruits, and the grapevine 
would not fail to yield t'l said the Lord. 

Look upon us from your heavenly temple. and bless upon us this year for 
good and prosperity. Bring upon us blessings forever, unite us in happiness 
for your sake. and the land will yield its crops and the tree of the field 
will yield its fruits. and upon them you will bring forth your blessings. 

Carmel and Sharon will testify your glory our honorable God. soon in our 
days, and let us all say - Amen. 



In light of the two-week old war with Iraq. environaental 
consciouness beco.es even .ore pressing. The devastation of the 
Iuvaiti oil spill. rapidly becoainq the largest in history, teaches 
tbat nations JlUSt not let the environaent becoae the casualty of 
war. Closer to hoae, the gulf crisis reainds iaericans of our 
addiction to foreign oil. '!be 100aiDJ energy crisis provides an 
urgent incentive for us to conserve energy am. explore alternative 
energy sources. 

Big Yellow TaIi 
JODi 1titchell 

'Ib.ey paved paradise. put up a parkina lot 
With a pink hotel, a boutique and a swinging hotspot. 

Chorus: 
Don't it always seea to qo that you don't know ¥bat you've qot 'til 

it I S gone. 
'Ib.ey paved paradise, put up a park:Wj lot. 

'Ib.ey took all the trees. put 'ea in a tree auseua 
AM they charged the people a dollar and a half just to see thea. 

Chorus 

Hey famer, famer, put away the DDT now. 
Give ae spots on the apples. but leave ae the birds am the bees. 
Please! 

Chorus 

Late last night I heard the screen door sla., 
Am. a biq yellow taxi took away ay old Ell. 

Chorus 

* * * • 

Because of the stronq association vi th lretz Yisrael,. 'fu 
B'Sh¥at is traditionally observed in the Diaspora a~ a reainder and 
expression of attachaent to the land of Israel. 'Ihis year . 
especially, our bom to Israel is double-edged. As th~ holl.day 
connects us to the land and to Jews in Israel celebratl.Dg 'fu 
B'Sh¥at, the Gulf CriSiS unites Jews in Aaerica in a deep concern 
for Israel's welfare and future stability. 



THE PAINT-BOX 

I had a paint-box-

Each color glowing with delight: 

I had a paint-box with colors 

Warm and cool and bright. 

I had 00 red for wounds and blood, 

I had no black for an orphaned child, 

I had no white for the face of the dead. ' ' 

i had no yellow for burning sa'nds 

I had orange for JOY and life. 

I had green for buds and blooms, 

I had blue for clear bright skies, 

I r.ad pink for dreams and rest 

I sat down 

and painted 

Peace 

Tail Shurek. Age 13, Beer Sheva 
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VARL4JIONS ON A1V 
AGRiCULTURAL THL\1£ ", . ..-~ 

-
Ecology 

~r ~ created the world, ~ehold, it was very good" (Genesis 1:31). 
e B.lr was clean, the ~aters were pure, and everything was in har

~ony. Unfortunately, this cannot be said about the world today with 
Its many ecological crises: ~ , 

The extreme differences between conditions at the time of creation 
and conditions today are indicated in the following (You will recognize 
the flt'St, third, fifth, and seventh paragraphs as being from Genesis.) 

In the beginning GOO. created the heavens and the earth. The 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the 
waters. 

In the beginning of the technological age, man recreated 
the heavens and the earth. To the earth he gave new fonn 
with dynamite and bulldozer, and the void of the heavens 
he filled with smog. 

And God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters .... Let the waters under the heavens be gathered into 
one place, and let the dry land appear." 



ZJWW2 . 

Then man took oil from beneath the ground and spread 
it over the waters, until it coated the beaches with slime. 
He washed the topsoil from the fertile prairies and sank it 
in the ocean depths. He took waste from his mines and filled 
in the valleys, while real estate developers leveled the hills. 
And man said, ~ ell, business is business." 

Then God said, ~t the earth put forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 
each according to its kind, upon the earth .... Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their kinds." And it was so. 
And God saw that it was good. 

But man was not so sure. He found that mosquitos an
noyed him, so he killed them with DDT. And the robins died, 
too, and man said, "What a pity." Man defoliated forests in 
the name of modem warfare. He filled the streams with 
industrial waste-and his children read about fish ... in 
the history books. 

So God created man in his own image; in the image of God 
. He created him. And God blessed them, and God said to them, 
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over ... every living thing." 

So man multiplied-and multiplied-and spread his 
works across the land until the last green glade was black 
with asphalt, until the skies were ashen and the waters 
reeked, 'til neither bird sang nor child ran laughing through 
cool grass. So man subdued the earth and made it over in 
his image, and in the name of progress he drained it of its 
life .... 

. . . Until the earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was once again upon the face of the deep, and man 
himself was but a painful memory in the mind of God. 

Unfortunately, the outlook for the future is even bleaker. Accord-
ing to "The Global 2000 Report to the President," 

Itpresent trends continue, the world in 2000 will be more crowded. 
more polluted, less stable ecologically, and more vulnerable to 
disruption than the world we live in now. Serious stresses in-
volving population, resources, and environment are clearly visible 
ahead .... Regional water shortages will become more severe .... 
Significant losses of world forests will continue .... Serious de
terioration of agricultural soils will occur worldwide, due to ero
sion, loss of organic matter, desertification, salinization, ... Acid 
rain from increased consumption of fossil fuels (especially coaJ) 
threatens damage to lakes, soils, and crops .... Indeed, the prob
lems of preserving the carrying capacity of the earth and sus
taining the possibility of a decent life for the human beings that 
inhabit it are enormous and close upon us .... 


