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Consumets can go
to court even if. no
1l effects occiirred

ASSQCIATED PRESS

A, consumer whose credit. report
containg.errors can sue the credit
agency even if the report.was never
used to deny credit, a federal ap-
peals court has ruled.

The only pertinent issues are
whether the credit agency followed
reasonable procedures. to. prevent,
inaceuracies and, if not, whether
the consumer suffered financial or
ernctional harm, the 9th U.S, Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals ruled Thurs-

day. i e
The federal Pair Credit Report-

ing Act “was:-the product of con-
gressional: eoncern over abuses. in
the credit reporting industzy” and
should be interpreted Jiberally to
protect consumers, .3aid Judge
Fong, a.U.8, District, judge: from

S

Hawail; was temporarily assigmec

to the appellate panel in Sep Fran-

caseo. v

The court reinstated a San

—SFEX

Francisco suit by Renie Guimond
against Trans Union Credit Infor-
mation Co., which acknowledged

that her credit report contained .

errors-as of October 1988, . -

They included inaccurate state-

ments that she was married, used

an:alias and had:a credit card from

a clothing store.
, Trans Union wrote to Guimond

[ECFN

i Novernber 1989 saying the srro- |
neous information had been re- :
raoved, but the company issued a -

report the ‘following March that
contained .the..same information,

the court said. ™

Asked by. Guiqml;t_d,,fo:r the &

source of the errors, Trans Union |

said it dichy’t kriow where the infor- |

mation 'came -from. . . .

Guimond’s suit did not claim’

any demials-of eredit-but said she

was déte¥red frém applying for
st diring the tHide of the exrors. |

credit during the t

She alsc daimed dleeplessness and

anguish caused by the errors. .
U.S. District Judge D. Lowell

Jetiven disrmissed the suit, sayinga

souitimes could not-se fob credit
feportiinacéuracies unless:credit
was denied ds ‘aresult. The appenls
court disagreed.and-returned.the

eage to Jensaf fortialss 4 ¥
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