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Operative word for OS: free

Linux, which you can download
at no charge, is liberating in

many ways / Simson L.
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not & monopoly.

More than 7.5 mil-

lion computer

users around the
world are running Linux on their
personal computers. Linux users
can do word processing, run a
spreadsheet, surf the Weh, send e-
mail - and do it all without
running a single byte of Microsoft
code.

And their computers can do
much more, like typeset math-
ematical equazions, run banks of
fax machines, act as file servers
for Windows, Mac, and Novell net-
works, and even be a “firewall”
between the Internet and private
networks.

The reason for both the power
and the popularity of Linux is the
fact that it is “free” software.

On one level, “free” refers to
price. You can download Linux at
no charge over the Internet. But
“free” also refers to freedom.
With Linux you are free to give a
copy to a friend. If you know how
to program, you're free to modify
the Linux operating system, be-
cause Linux comes with the
source code. Even if you are just a
user, you'll find Linux liberating
as weli. That’s because the Linux
utilities generally have more pow-
er than their Windows

counterparts.

Garfinkel

In recent years Linuz has
made impressive gains ir universi-
ties and is starting to make
inreads in a number of businesses.
Nevertheless, Linux has retained
its reputation as a hacker's OS -
an operating system for people
who really understand a comput-
er’s inner workings and love
tinkering.

Red Hat Software is a four-
year-old start-up that's trying to
take Linux mainstream. Based in
Research Triangle Park, N.C.,
Red Hat has worked hard making
a version of Linux that is easier to
install and simple to administer,
Red Hat is clearly on to some-
thing: The firm now has more
than 40 employees and is record-
ing significant business sales. And
Red Hat’s work has beenrecog-
nized. Recently, Red Hat Linux
5.0 received InfoWorld Maga-
zine's prestigious Product of the
Year award for 1997.

Before you decide to go with
Linux, it's a good idea to take in-
ventory of your PC’s hardware
and write down the manufacturer

and model number of your video, -

network, and soand cards. Then
hop over to Red Hat's Web site
{(wwwRedHat.com) and make
sure your hardware is supported.
Although Linux supports a va-
riety of hardware, there'sa lot of
equipment out there that will nev-

er make the cut. This Jack of sup-
port is really the fault of the
hardware vendors: While shey
write their Wincows drivers, they
have traditionally ignored non-Mi-
crosoft operating systems, waiting
instead for some motivated hob-
byist to write the driver for them.
Even worse, some comparies have
routinely shot themselves in the
foot by refusing to release the
technical information necessary to
get the job done.,

“We are into a constant game
of catch-up,” admits Robert
Young, Red Hat’s president. Com-
plicating the problem is the fact
that Linux can’t properly imple-
ment, Mierosoft’s “plug-and-play”
standard because critical parts of
the “standard” are undocumented.
Nevertheless, the situation is im-
proving. More and more hardware

vendors are taking the Linnx mar-
ket seribusly and developing
drivers for the operating system.

The Red Hat 5.0 box comes
with two CD-ROMs, two floppy
disks, and a thick manual. You can
devote your entire hard drive to
Linux or combine Linux and Win-
dows 95. Installation is fast (less
than 20 minutes) but eomplicated,
The main problem is that Red Hat
5.0 forces you to figure out how
you will partition your hard drive
between Windows and the various
parts of the Linux operating sys-
tem. Although there’s enough
information in the clearly written
user’s manual to help you answer
these questions, you've ot to read
the mannal first in order to know
what you are doing. Hopefully,
this procedure will be streamlined
in a future release,

Red Hat Linux 5.0 was InfoWorld Mag-
azine’s 1997 Product of the Year.
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Red Hat 5.0 comes with an as-
tonishing number of games,
developer’s tools, and network
software, all preinstalled and
ready to go. There’s even a copy
of Netseape Navigator version

- 4.4, the Apache Web server, and

the “samba” file server, which lets
a single Linux machine serve files
to a network of PCs. The CD-
ROMs are filled with additignal
software arranged in easy-to-in-
stall packages.

Red Hat also sells the Applix
Office Suite, which consists of a
word processor, a spreadshest, 3
graphics package, and an e-mail
reader. Although the applications
all work, they are quite primitive,
For example, there is no “word
count” feature in Applix Words,
nor any way to split the screen, “I
can’t defend Applix a great deal”
says Yourg, although he hints it
will get much better in a few
months. Meanwhile, Red Hatis in
discussions with Insignia about
having the company port its Soft
Windows PC emulator to the plat-
form, which will let people run
Microsoft's Office 97.

Of course, for many Linux us-
ers, wishing for Soft Windows is
missing the point of free software,
Instead of pining away for Office
97, somebody should go out and
write something that is better
than Office. Then give it away.

Red Hat is bringing out 5.1
this summer. People who buy 5.0
now will be able to download the
update over the Internet. And of
course, it will be free,
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