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INMEMORIUM 

Yaacov Hodes 

It seems like only a moment ago that Y aacov Hodes, together with his gifted wife, Tirza, joined our camp 
staff. He was bringing a new specialty to camp, woodworking, in addition, of course, to serving as a summer 
shaliach to our campers. I was not prepared at that moment for the intensity of Yaacov's involvement in every 
aspect of the camp educational program, nor for his immense contribution in the specialty in which he was so 
gifted. 

Y aacov had many qualities that made him outstanding as a teacher and a friend. First and foremost, he 
genuinely loved to be with young people. He never seemed to tire of having his shop over utilized, keeping it 
open during free time and evenings, and also helping with our dramatic program as well as our other educa-
tional programs. I cannot recall a single instance when Yaacov ever told me he was too tired or couldn't under-

. take an educational project. Quite the contrary, he had that very rare quality of giving more than 100 percent 
without being asked, and frequently I found myself in the position of asking him to slow down. Yaacov also had 
the quality of being able to look ahead and plan ahead for what ultimatelx..,.became an extension of our crafts 
program far beyond anything. that I could have imagined during that flrst .year. He was dedicated to making 
woodworking an unforgettable experience for our campers. His infinite patience and kindness, his ability to in-
struct and to encourage creativity are the hallmark of a gifted teacher. 

I still fmd it hard to believe that, come next June, Yaacov will not be joining the Tel Yehudah staff with his 
bundle of olive woodfrom Israel, his collection of new projects, and his plans for making woodworking an even 
greater experience than the previous I think we can all draw comfort from the fact that the time that 
Yaacov spent with us was a joyful and productive time. His love of Judaism and the State of Israel affected all of 
us. Yaacov touched the lives of thousands of campers and staff members. He helped move us towards the 
realization of the goals of our movement. His wisdom, his warmth and his unassuming manner leave an indeli-
ble memory, I believe that these memories ensure that Yaacov will always be with us. May his memory be a 
blessing to all of us. 






























































