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the griJle above the keybo .... d 
you'll find another expansion bay 
where you can install an external 
video adapter kit and another 
Ethemet intel'taCtJ, "nu twu emp­
ty slots for RAM modules. 

PPLE'S Rlbr.T'l'tiNl1i 
new l'01!TmlHo(llli 

~friel\dly . 
fiJi :::a:fln 7 pl)'mdsJ ' 

Books all come with 
n.S-inch color display. 
tem's full-size keyboatd 
integrated palm rest are 
my lingers. The trackpad 
to use too - easier th$ a",!,,""l'" 

think, and it doesn't gilt 
and need . 

track 
The new PowerBopks 

with an impressive 
loaded software, incluau1g 
America Online 2.7, 

software, Clalis Organizer, Clalis­
Works 4.0, Netscape Navigator, 
News Watcher, Adobe Acrobat, 
QuickTime VR, speech recogni­
tion software and Real Audio. It 
would take hours to download this 
software over the Internet or 

i many hundreds of dollars to buy. 
. UnUke Apple's older laptops, 

the 1400 series is also quite ex­
pandable. Without shutting the 
system down. you can remove the 

. laptop's floppy disk drive and slide 
; in Apple's 6x CD-ROM drive. Two 

PCMOIA slots let you plug in 
: Ethernet or modem •. Underneath 

Models available 
.... ".1Iaok 140001, 117MHZ 
PowerPC 603e, 12MB RAM, 
750MB hard disk, no CO­
ROM, $2,499 
.... 1Iaok 140001, 117 MH: 
PowerPC 603e, 16MB RAM, 
750MB hard diSK, 6x CD­
ROM, $2,899 
'-tIoaII MOOc, 117 MHz . 
PowerPC 603e, 16MB RAM, 
1GB hard disk, 6x CO·ROM, 
active· matrix display, 
$3,499. 
..... 1Iaok MOOc: 133 MHz 
PowerPC 603e with 128K 
level 2 cache, 16MB RAM, 
1GB hard disk, 6x CD·ROM, 
active matrix display: $3,999 

The 14oo1s built for multi­
media. The microphone has 
decent sound quality. The speeker 
is loud, although tinny. Fortunate­
ly, there are stereo microphone 
and headphone jacks on the back 
of the machine. 

Playing a CD continuously, I 
got two hours of run time out of 
the battery pack. Applo claims 
four hours of battery life when us­
ing all of the power management 
features. Batteries for this ma­
chine are a ",1coy $150 each. 

But despite this impressive ar­
ray of hardware and built-in 
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stopped working, reporting (erro- ,;' 
neously) that they would only run 
on MacOS System 7.1 and above. ',' 

1 called Apple's toll-free tech- " 
nical support hotline (1-800-S0S- ,"" 
APPL) and they suggested that J .• : 
reinstall the operating system , " 
from scratch. 1 did, and haven't 
had any MacOS problems since. 

What I have had problems . ' .• 
with, though, is a variety of Mac- ", 
OS extensions and third-party d' 

applicationR. TTnHkp: MiC"1"o~()fi,'!OI. I': 
Windows 95 and NT operating 
systems, MacOS 7.5 doesn't have 
memory protection. This means 
that one misbehaving appUcation _ 
program can - and frequently 
does - crash the entire computer. ;0 

Another problem is speed. The: 
117 MHz PowerPC 603e proces- ., 
sor inside my PowerBook 1400c is ... 
a good deal faster than a 150 MHz -, 
Pentium processor. ' 

U rifortunately, programs like .,. 
Microsoft Word, Corel Word Per- ,~ 
feet and even Eudora still crawl '0, 

on t.hi[.1. mt«:'hinl;!, Even the Mac!s' ", 
pull-down menus are sluggish. 
That's because large parts of Ap- ': ' 
pIe's operating system haven't ' .,' 
becn rewritten for the PowerPC" 
microprocessor. Only one " \ 0 

program, Adobe FrameMaker, " 
shows off the PowerPC.running A: 
circles around the same program 
running on Windows 95 or on a 
Sun SP ARCstation. 

Apple' promises that it will be 
shipping a hetter, faster, more 
stable operating system sometime" .. 
in 1997, but the company has 
made that promi." oofore. 

The PowerBook 1400 series is ' 
an excellent machine for some- .'" 
body who wants a portable 
Macintosh, but M""OS need. 
work before current Windows 95 .: 
users can even consider swiiehing." ' 
--..... - ... ~-~---

Tcch-rwloU'y W'/iter Simson L, Gar­
finkel can be reached by e·mail at ,\ .. 
plugged@g1obe.com 


